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Biography 


LAUGHTER IN HELL by Stephen Marek, E. L. Guirey and H. C. Nixon. This book traces 
the experiences of a group of prisoners of war in the Japanese prison camps of 
Umeda and Tsuruga. Even in privation they found time for laughter, until, fin- 
ally, through sheer courage and ingenuity, they triumphed over their captors long 
before their liberation. 257 pages, large 12mo, 22 blk and white ils, mostly 
from rare photographs. May 15, 1954 $5.00 


THESE MEN MY FRILNDS by George Stewart. a series of recollections of World War II 
and the beginning of peace, by a writer who traveled into almost every corner of 
the globe during the war years. The author's perception and deep sympathy toward 
&ll people lend color and warmth to these tales of travel and traveling compan- 
ions on roads and air lanes throughtout the world. 400 pages, large lémo, 

Ready $6.00 


Economics 


THE ART OF CONTRARY THIN\ING by Humphrey B. Neill. Throughout his active business 
life Humphrey B. Neill has observed, researched, and recorded data from which he 
developed the Theory of Contrary Opinion. ‘his he now expounds in his newest 
book, THL ART OF CONTRARY THINKING. 112 pages, large 1l2mo, paper bound. 

Ready $1.00 


Juvenile 


THE LOST BIRTHDAY by Else Fagrell. A story of the Australian bush country in which 
two little girls wander away from a sheep station and are lost on their joint 
birthday. Found by a faithful sheep dog, it is only after the lost birthday is 
remembered that the long-awaited party can proceed. Illustrated by Julie K. 
Howard. 125 pages, large 12mo, 6 blk and white ils. & spots, 

March 20, 1954 $3.50 


THE WINGS OF DR. S.IlDGE by Rose Philbrook. Smidge, the shoemaker, innocently en- 
jJoyed his hoovies--circuses and science--until he won a house at Pamelot, two 
thousand miles from home. There the townspeople decided him "queer"--and dan- 
gerous -- when he terrified them one morning by flying around on 4 bird they did 
not believe existed. A completely charming book for children which adults can 
enjoy. Illustrated by Jim Bolen. Approx. 150 pages, 8 vo, illustrated, with 26 
full page illustrations and many spots from drawings. 

June 10, 1954 $3.50 


HORSES ARE FOR WARRIORS by ‘Jilliam H. Sanderson. The adventures of Lame Wolf, the 
courageous and crafty youngest warrior of the Nez Perce who brings about the 
adoption of the horse by his tribe. He dares the ridicule of his village to 
bring them their greatest wealth-~the ancestor of our spectaculur Appaloosas of 
today. 184 pages, large lemo, 15 blk and white, 1 color, by Pers Crowell. 

April 15, 1954 $3.50 
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PRESIDENT'S PAGE 


Spirits are high among librarians of Idaho these days as the time 
for the Biennial State Meeting draws near, Never has there been such 
teamwork on the part of all the committees as has taken place during 
the last three years, The result is that we are prepared for one of 
the most significaat conferences in our history. 


At this meeting, for the first time I believe, we will be honored 
by the presence of the four members of the State Library Board. They 
have arranged their spring meeting to coincide with ours so that we 
may all have the opportunity of associating and working together. At 
this meeting also we will be privileged to have as consultant Miss S, 
Janice Kee, Executive Secretary of the Public Libraries Division of the 
American Library Association, To have a national officer present at a 
state conference is another important "First" for ISLA. Our banquet 
speaker will be Dr, Carl W. McIntosh, President of Idaho State College, 
and here again we are fortunate, 


The conference has been planned as a workshop on library development 
during which we shall attempt to chart our course for the future, It 
is to be based on the reports of three committees that have been busy 
all year gathering information and formulating proposals to present for 
your consideration. The Library Development Committee has prepared a 
step-by-step plan for the extension of library service in Idaho; The 
Legislative Committee has surveyed the provisions of the library laws 
of the other states and prepared a report in which certain questions 
are raised concerning possible changes in Idaho's library laws; and 
the Special Committee on School Standards has prepared a report on the 
recommended standards for elementary and secondary school libraries, 


At this workshop these reports are to be presented and thoroughly 
examined. This issue of the IDAHO LIBRARIAN is your working manual 
for the conference. It contains the program outline, each of the three 
reports mentioned above, an article on the State Traveling Library, and 
a directory of the known public libraries now functioning in Idaho. 
This directory is the result of a survey made by the Library Development 
Committee of 1951-1953 and completes the report of that committee. 


Your attention is further directed to the compilation of the Idaho 
Library. Laws on page 37 of the October 1953 issue of the IDAHO LIBARIAN 
by Miss Alice McClain, a member of the Legislative Committee. Please 
study also the report by Mrs. Edith Robinson, Acting Librarian of the 
State Traveling Library, on the statistics of population served by Idaho 


pupjic libraries on page 9 of the October 1953 IDAHO LIBRARIAN and the 
952 report of the Library Hee cot Committee published on page 36 of 
the July 1952 issue of the IDAHO LIBRARIAN. 
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President's Page--Continued 


We urgently request that every member of ISLA study déarefully 
these reports and the reports in this issue and come to the meeting 
in Pocatello May 7-8 prepared to take active part in the discussion. 


This is your opportunity to speak your mind and take your part 
in charting the course for our development of library service to all 
of the people of our state. Bring with you this issue of the IDAHO 
LIBRARIAN. You will want it to use at the conference. 


Our sincere appreciation goes to Mrs. Maxine Slagowski, Librarian 
at Idaho Falls Senior High School, for assuming the responsibility as 
guest editor for this issue. She has been assisted by the office 
practice classes at the high school and to its members also we extend 
our thanks, 


As this page was written news came that I pass on to the members 
of ISLA with the deepest regret. It is with a feeling of personal 
sorrow that I must announce the passing of our dear friend and Dean of 
the Library Profession in Idaho, Miss Marion C. Orr, Librarian of the 
Idaho Falls Public Library. We who have known and worked with Marion 
Orr feel most keenly the great loss that we have suffered when we find 
ourselves without our anchor. Miss Orr has devoted her life in service 
to the cause of library development in our state and it is my sincere 
wish that her spirit may remain close to us all as we strive to bring 
into actuality the goal for which she worked so devotedly. 


Marion Bingham 


| 

| 

| 


IN MEMORY OF MARION CAMPBELL ORR 


A lifetime of devotion to a single idea--service with an ideal--ended sud- 
denly on March 20 for Miss Marion Orr, head of the Idaho Falls Municipal 
Library since 1917. Miss Orr was 62 years of age when her life of service 
was ended suddenly dy a heart attack. She had attended a Community Concert 
at the Idaho Falls Civic Auditorium, had returned to her home and was pre- 
paring for bed when the end came. 


Miss Orr was born in Vandalia, Missouri, on March 13, 1892, the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Orr. She came to Idaho Falls in 1909 with her family, 
attended city schools until 1911 when, with a scholarship, she attended a 
Presbyterian College at Deer Lodge, Montana. She received her degree from 
Washington University in St. Louis in 1915. 


Shortly after graduation, her childhood ambition to become a librarian was 
realized when she took a position with the Municipal Library. In November, 
1917, she was appointed head librarian, a position she held continuously 
until her death. In 192 she took a year's leave of absence to receive 
special library training in New York City. 


Miss Orr is survived by her father and a sister, Miss Elizabeth Orr, both 
Idaho Falls residents. 


Funeral services were held in Idaho Falls Wednesday afternoon, March 2h, 
1954, at the Presbyterian Church with Dr. J. I. Gulick conducting. The ser- 
vices were marked by a profusion of floral offerings, silently exemplifying 
the high esteem in which Miss Orr was held by associates and friends. 


Under the guidance of Miss Orr, the Idaho Falls City Library was developed 
into perhaps Idaho's foremost institution of that kind. During the depres- 
Sion years, the library building was enlarged and modernized to accommodate 
the demand upon the services that the libraries generally provide. In more 
recent years the rapid growth of Idaho Falls! population, the result of the 
Atomic Energy Commission's experimental installations west of the city, 
placed new and heavy demands upon library facilities. 


So well did Miss Orr meet the challenge that the Library Board unanimously 
directed that a resolution publicly acknowledging the gratitude of the Joard 
for her years of devoted service be placed permanently upon the minutes of 
the Board. 


Miss Orr was interested in the library development in the state as well as 
on the regional and national levels. She was active in gll professional 
organizations, serving as president of ISLA from 1928-1930. Her loss will 
be keenly felt throughout the Pacific Northwest. 


Aden Hyde 
Idaho Falls Library Board 


Membership in the Idaho State Library Association 


Why join the I. S. L. A? Why join any professional organization or 
in fact why join any club or group of people? 


First, and selfishly, for our own and personal pleasure and develop- 
ment, It.is a pleasure to have many friends from many places. This is 
especially true when these friends have similiar professional interests. 
Every contact broadens our outlook, refreshes our minds, gives us a 
lift to carry on life's work, and aids in our mental, spiritual and 
professional growth. 


Secondly, membership puts us on the professional map of our 
region. It makes us known to our fellow professionals as well as them 
to us. It indicates that we are alert, progressive and willing to 
share our experience and knowledge with others and to benefit from theirs. 


A third reason for membership is the benefit to our libraries. 
People outside our own communities judge our libraries largely by those 
of us whom they meet. Our participation in a professional organization 
indicates to others that we and the school or community we represent 
are aware of the needs of our institution and that we are striving to 
improve our service. 


The library benefits directly by our membership with other Idaho 
Librarians, where we discuss our problems and learn how others have 
solved or are trying to solve similar ones, No matter the type of 
library in which we serve, we are all selecting books, accessioning, 
classifying and cataloging them and making them available to our 
public. Further through such association with fellow professionals 
we gain ideas for and incentive to new services and improvement 
of those already established, 


The final and undoubtedly the most important reason for joining 
the I. S. L. A. is the benefit to be derived from the cooperation of 
all librarians, from all types of libraries and all positions within 
each. If we all work together wonders can be accomplished. 


Adequate finances can be secured for the State Library. This 
institution in turn can then render valuable help to schools and 
smaller public libraries in the form of book loans and advice on general 
management and specific problems, 


With the aid of a well established state library and cooperation 
of all libraries and librarians, modern legislation concerning the 
management and support of school, public and regional libraries can 
be placed on the statute books, Once it is placed we can cooperate 
in local groups to put it into effect. 


Membership in the ISLA--continuation 


Of course all these things cannot be brought to pass immediately 
but they can and will be done through cooperative effort. Since the end 
is definitely worth while then so is the effort to secure it, So all 
of you who are interested in your own wrk, in your own library (no matter 
how small) and the possibilities of it's development get in on the ground 
floor and let's go. Go where? to Pocatello for at least some of the 
sessions of the I. S. L. A. meetings May 7 & 8, '54. There, or even 
before you get there, join the group by paying dues to Ruth Higgins 
for 


Your membership brings you the Idaho Librarian, a quarterly with 
news of library work in the state, special items of interest from the 
Pacific Northwest and National Associations, inspirational material from 
other professional literature not to mention original material from 
Idaho Librarians. This in itself is a bonus well worth the membership 
fee. 


The I. S. L. A. is a growing organization with an outward look. To 
you who are looking forward to greater and better library service in 
Idaho, we urge "Join the I, S. L. A." 


Marian Orr 


Miss Orr had just completed this article for the Idaho Librarian 
on the day of her death. The following poem was her favorite, and she 
had it on her desk for many years, 


THE LAKE ISLE cF INNISFREE 


I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree, 

And a small cabin build there, of clay and wattles made; 
Nine bean rows will I have there, a hive for the honey bee, 
And live alone in the bee-loud glade, 


And I shall have some peace there, for peace comes dropping slow, 
Dropping from the bells of the morning to where the cricket sings; 
There midnight's all a glimmer, and noon a purple glow, 

And evening full of the linnet's wings. 


I will arise and go now, for always night and day 

I hear lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore; 
While I stand on the roadway, or on the pavements gray. 
I hear it in the deep heart's core, 


W. B. Yeats 


SALUTE TO IDAHO'S FIRST LADY FOR HER FIRST BOOK 


"Home Below Hell's Canyon", by Grace Jordan (Crowell, 243 pp. $3.50) 


March 17 marked an event of importance to the libraries and the 
people of Idaho, especially, when Grace Jordan's "HOME BELOW HELL'S 
CANYON" came from the Crowell press. 


In this delightful book, Grace Jordan, in a charming manner, depicts 
family life as a modern pioneer on an isolated sheep ranch located in the 
deepest canyon in America where the Snake River courses between Idaho and 
Oregon on its way to join the Columbia, 


The book covers the family life during the depression years when they 
moved into the canyon on a sheep venture over wild trails and picturesque 
mountains to reach the lush range in that area, It covers the routine of 
life with three small children, the lambing and the shearing seasons, the 
long trek to the summer range, the strain of the fall sales of the old 
ewes and the lambs, and the preparation for the winter close~in, 


Real initiative, courage, and perseverance are qualities required in 
enlarging the home, in planning and conducting school classes under the 
guidance of the Calvert School of Baltimore, that godsend to isolated 
families everywhere, and in getting away for brief vacations, as circum= 
Stances permitted, The visiting with their far-away neighbors and friends, 
relations with the hired help, and preparations for Christmas, often 
dependent on the supply service coming by boat from Lewiston, are described 
with warmth and humor, It is an unforgettable book, to which one can go 
back again and again, As her first book, Idaho's First Lady has brought 
honor to Idaho, 


Ann Winstead, Boise. 


Vice -President,Stat 
Board 
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", . . We may, it seems to me, make much more of such fine specimens 
of the printer's art or other treasures as we possess in all our libraries. 
I am a firm believer in the value of such things when exhibited with suit- 
able explanatory labels, I well remember the effect on my own imagination 
of a few huddled and carelessly labelled old books and manuscripts placed 
in a show case in a wretched light in the public library I frequented as 
a boy. Had they been shown in an attractive manner and with full, clear, 
and elementary notes, I have ‘no doubt that they would had a vastly greater 
influence, It is hardly possible to lay too much stress on effective 
explanation in such matters. If our heads of libraries will endeavor to 
show what they have of beautiful, rare, and costly volumes and bindings, 
and will at the same time encourage on the part of their assistants a 
devotion to the beautiful in books, we shall all of us have taken a long 
step forward in the direction of a larger and truer librarianship." 

--W,. W. Bishop, The Backs of Books,Balti- 
more, the Williams @ Wilkins Company, 
1926, 47-18. 


REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON SCHOOL STANDARDS 
1953-1954 


The purpose of the Special Committee on School Standards is two-fold: 
1. To make a study of the high schools of Idaho and observe to 
what extent the High School Library Standards, as they are 
-set up by the State of Idaho and the Northwest Accrediting 
Association, are met. 


2. To make a study of the library situation in the elementary 
schools of Idaho and draft standards for the setting-up of 
the elementary school libraries with a view toward legislation. 


The committee, in carrying out its instructions, has concentrated upon 
the methods of improving the high school library to meet the standards 
that have already been established by the State Board of Education. We 
have also made a study of the number and condition of elementary 
libraries in the state with a view of setting up standards for their 
development. 


High School Libraries 


We have found several ways in which high school library service can 
be improved to exert a greater influence in the scholastic standards 
of students, and also in a wider choice of matcrial by the teacher, 


1. The student must be trained to an intelligont use of the card 
catalog, the Reader's Guide, and other reference tools of the 
library, This can be done only through the co-opcrative effort 
of the teacher and the librarian, especially in communities 
that do not have a large public library, The school is then 
the only source of this type of training, No matter how fine 
a library has been developed in a school, unless the faculty 
makes assignments that lead the student to search for 
information other than that in his text books, the library is 
not going to fulfill its purpose, 


2. The teacher needs to collaborate with the librarian previous 
to making these extra assignments, so that the neccssary 
material will be available and placed on reserve if necessary, 


3. The teacher needs to be more fully aware of the matcrials in 
the library, The librarian must devise ways to accomplish 
this, perhaps by book lists, book displays, special invitations 
to visit the library, Young people must have accurate 
information and understanding of the vital issues of the day 
in which they are most interested and are soon to take part ine 
Teachers and textbooks, no matter how good they are, cannot 
supoly it alone, Good teaching stimulates the use of a wide 
range of materials, 


lh. The librarian needs to guide the teacher in his suggestions 
for new books for his department, Many crimes are committed 
in the name of book selection, 


Te 
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School Standards--Continued 


The librarian, on the other hand, must constantly put her 
books on the defensive, and weed carefully and often, It is 
nothing new to find library shelves filled with old texts 
and materials woefully out of date, especially in the 
fields of science. ‘She must be sure that she can offer a 
live and well-balanced collection of appropriate books and 
other materials, As a service center the school library 
must have available carefully selected materials on all 
subjects and at all levels of reading difficulty to best 
serve the needs of the boys and girls, 


The card catalog must be up to date and accurate to be of 
the utmost service, We highly recommend the use of Wilson 
and Library of Congress cards in the school libraries to 
save the time of the trained librarian. Care should be 
taken that the librarian does not weigh herself down with 
the mechanical details to the exclusion of her other duties 
and the direction of the students' research, 


As far as possible, library and study hall should not be 
combined, Where it is necessary that they are together, 
the librarian should be relieved of discipline duty. 


Storage space for magazines should be provided for the 
library. Too much stress cannot be placed on the importance 
of the use of the Abridged Reader's Guide that is designed 
for use in the high schools, This necessitates the sube# 
Scription to the periodicals indexed there, as, of course, 
without the articles indexed, the service has no value, and 
the storing or binding of the back issues. This source of 
information is one of the most valuable reference we have 
on current materials, and very few of our high school 
students are acquainted with the Reader's Guide. 


The need for more extensive use of subject headings has 

been emphasizede Again, for high school use, these subject 

headings should be simplified to be most effective and 

useful to the student, | 


Publicity is an effective way of making the public aware 
that the schools actually have libraries, and of the 
problems that arise in developing an adequate library 
program in the school, This is widely neglected, Let the 
people know what you are doing, how many new books have 
been added, what the students are using the most, and what 
interesting displays have been made. 


But the most urgent need in the high schools in the state 

is for proper training of the librarian-teacher, Idaho 

standards require a minimum of 9 quarter hours or six 

semester hours in Library Sciencé which includes classes in a | 
book selection and library administration, and a teacher's 

certificate. The following table gives the picture of the 
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School Standards--Continued 


situation in Idaho, This is taken from data received from 
the State High School Supervisor's office of the school 
year of 1952-1953, 


TRAINING OF LIBRARIANS 
Idaho High Schools 1952-1953 
In terms of semester hours 


Highest No Not meet 
Enrollment Schools hours Lowest Median Training Idaho State 

I. over 300 32 36 0 17225 1 2 
II. 150-299 37 30 9) 12.09 3 5 
III, 50-149 5h 26 7 9 13 
IV. 1-9 20 32 4 4 10 

Summary 143 36 0 10.14 17 30 
This shows the training of the librarians from all of the high eebente 
of the state, regardless of enrollment, 
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School Standards--Continued 


Below is a chart showing the overall picture of the training of teacher- 
librarians from all of the schools of the state, regardless of 
enrollment: 


80% of the Teacher-Librarians surpass Idaho 
Standards. 

20% of the Teacher-Librarians are not meeting the 
State requirements. 

-9% of the Teacher-Librarians meet Northwest 
Accrediting Standards. 


We have full-time librarians in the high schools, 
We have part-time librarians in the high schools, 


In Blackfoot, Sugar City and Rockland, the School Districts and 
communities have combined to serve both the school and public. 


The following table gives the number of books and expenditures per 
pupil within the high schools of the state: 


AVERAGE PER PUrIL 
Enrollment noe Schools Pupil cost Library Library 


per month Books Expenditure 
I. Over 300 32 $23.78 Gel 
II. 150-299 37 31.14 
50-149 54 9.45 21 
IVe 20 53.43 30 


The State Board of Education has recommended the following budget: 
Minimum {$1.00 per pupil. 
Adequate 1.50 per pupil. 
Desirable 2,00 per pupil. 


Idaho has many fine high school libraries, Some of the smaller ones 
are in Kuna, Grace and Bancroft, In the past few years North Fremont, 
Idaho Falls and Twin Falls have moved into their modern school plants, 
South Fremont have their new library wing. Many other districts are 
now planning new schools and including in those plans, fine libraries. 


Each high school in the state of Idaho has a library and at least a 
part-time librarian, although'some of these, as our record shows, have 
had no library training, Districts where the library does not meet 
the State Standards are under advisement and are working to bring 
these standards up to par, Schools not meeting the State requirements 
are not accredited. 


In our study of the elementary school of Idaho, we find 
that the legal provisions have already been made which will allow the 
establishment and financing of the elementary school libraries, In 
the School Laws of Idaho Section 338116 the State Board of Education 
has been "empowered to adopt a a and publish standards and requirements 
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vequired for each class of high schools, together with such requirements 
as they shall make for the elementary schools which precede these 
standard high schools so classified." 


The State Board of Education has set up standards for the High Schools 
of Idaho, It is necessary that standards also be adopted for the 
elementary school libraries of the state, The Board of Education must 
be made aware of the responsibility of providing the much-needed 
libraries in the elementary schools and for the financing of these 
libraries, This is one of the most urgent needs in the field of educa- 
tion today, Every school needs a school library to meet the demands of 
modern education. Nor is a classroom collection of books sufficient. 
Many principals are guilty of buying supplementary readers, placing them 
in the rooms and calling the shelves a "library", Classroom collections 
of books are not substitutes for an adequate school library, either in 
terms of the wide range of materials which boys and girls of all ages 
need and want, or of economy, Modern schools require both a library 

and classroom collections, with the collection of books in the classroom 
being essentially mobile collections coming from the school library. 


Most school boards of education will be willing to accept their 
responsibility in this matter, There are some, however, who are still 
content to depend upon the public libraries to furnish the service that 
should be offered by the schools, It is not the duty of the public 
library to provide books that should be furnished by the boards of 
education, It is neithcr fair to the school nor the public library. 


Neither should the boards of education allow the PTA to finance the | 
school libraries, It is, thanks to the PTA's that have become concerned 
with this lack of library service in the school, that we have the books | 
we do have in some of our schools, But any donation they make should 

be over and above the budget allowed by the board, 


The work of the committee this coming year will be devoted to the 
drafting of standards for the elementary schools of Idaho, 


Strictly speaking, there are no elementary school libraries in Idaho-~ ’ 
that is, libraries sct up as a separate unit with a trained librarian _ 
in charge. There are three very obvious reasons for this: 

1. Lack of spaces, With mounting pupil enrollment, the schools 

are so crowded that evcry available space must be used for 

classroom purposes, Schools that have had libraries to begin 

with have had to sacrifice that space for classroom purposes 

and distribute the books among the various classrooms. Schools 

have had to rent space from churches and other public 

buildings and put their first graders on half-day schedules, 


2. Lack of budget. The high school accreditation rulings of 

the state seems to have the effcct of causing more than a 

proper balance of the school library funds to be placed in the 

high school libraries, This is important, but in stressing our | 
high school librarics we have overlooked the elementary library. 

There is much weeping and wailing among the high schools because 
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School Standards--Continued 


of the poor readers and the lack of interest that is prevalent 
among many of the students, It is the way a child is 

introduced to reading and the wealth of matcrials he finds at 
his fingertips as he progresses through school that tips the 
balance and creates an enthusiasm that carries over into an 
adult use of the libraries, A child that has lcarned to love 
books and the fascinating world that they can open up for him 
will not "freeze" at the mention of special book reports in high 
school, Results of studies of the reading of children show that 
the percentage of children who read books of their own accord 
increases rapidly in the primary and middle grades and 
approximates 100 per cent in the Junior high schools, when a 
wealth of reading material is at their fingertips. We find that 
the elementary school library should be met by increased 
allocation from the school budgets and more careful planning to 
meet their nceds by superintendent, principal, and tcachcrs. 


3. Lack of training. In the past we have found that teacher 
education institutions have not devoted enough attention to the 
training of teachers in getting acquainted with children's books 
and the proper selection of useful extensive reading for 
children, We find, too, that much more study should be made of 
the integration of the content books written for children today 
in the total curriculum of the school. For example, where are 
our Idaho histories for children? These content books broaden 
the scope of understanding of both the language arts and the 
social studies programe 


However, we do have a number of tcachers and elementary 
principals who are doing an excellent job in working out a 
solution to their particular problems and building up libraries 
in their schools, often with the help of PTA organizations, We 
have the interesting example of Mrs, Thelma Christiansen at 
Moreland, a high school librarian, who spends hcr aftcrnoons 
supervising the four elementary libraries she has orsanized in 
the schools of her district. Leslie Amen of Sandpoint and Alice 
Edwards of Marsing are also building up fine elementary school 
libraries. We will hear more detailed reports from some of these 
people in our school section meeting Saturday afternoon. 


Conclusions: 


le A school library is not a luxury item as it is usually 
treated, nor is a classroom collection of books sufficient. 


2e No compromise, even with the overcrowded conditions of the 
schools is justified. 


3-e Public libraries should not be expected to provide books and 
scrvices for the schools. 


he Poor rcading habits of the high school students might have 
been gllevisted with the aid of adequate libraries in the 
elementary schools. 


| | 
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5. The high school libreries of Idaho can still be much 
improved in point of service, 


6. The greatest need in the school libraries of Idaho is for 
properly trained librarians. 


Recommendations: 


l. That this committee draft suitable standards for elementary 
school libraries to be recommended to the State Board of 
Education, 


2. That the following solutions as to the setting up of the 
elementary libraries be considercd: 


QM One central elementary library in a large district 
where the teachers can sec all the books 
available and check out the ones they want to use 
in their own rooms. 


be The High School librarian also handle the elementary 
books to be checked out to teachers only. 


ce A central library in each elementary building with 
a trained librarian in chargee 


3. That the standards of the High School Librarians should be 
raised to more nearly conform with those set up by the 
Northwest Accrediting Association, 

Committee 


Mrse Maxine Slagowski, Chairman Idaho Falls Senior High 
Miss Martha Guenther ,..,.,.....ccccccccceese Le Se Co Pocatello 

Miss Marie Coffin @eereaeeeeveeeeeeeeeeneeed Caldwell High School 
MrSe Edith Brummer Boise Senior High 

Mrs, Hester Devenport Bonneville Junior High 


| 
| 
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REPORT OF THE LIBRARY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE--195), 


Research by the 1951-53 Library Development Committee proved that the 
library problem of Idaho is primarily a problem of rural library service-- 
for our small cities, towns, villages and unincorporated areas. The service 
given by our city libraries compares favorably with that given by libraries 
in our small towns is remarkable, as shown in the Directory of Idaho's 

Public Libraries published in the "Idaho Librarian", Vol. 4, No. 3. 


Statistics show that slightly over one-half of Idaho's population has 
no local library service, as compared with an average of one-fifth of the 
United States as a whole, 


The per capita expenditure for libraries in Idaho is twenty-five cents 
a year. The cities and towns average much more than this amount, so the 
low state average must be due to the fact that half of us pay virtually 
nothing toward library service, Idaho's expenditure per person is less than 
one-fourth that of the people of our neighbor states--Oregon, Washington, 
Wyoming and Utah, See "Idaho Librarian" ibid. 


These statistics show the urgent need for library extension in our state 
and the assignment given the present library development committee is to 
suggest a long range step-by-step program for library extension in Idaho. 


The Idaho law pertaining to the State Traveling Library seems to be 
adequate to cover all library service that can be given at this time because 
of the limited budget. 


The present Idaho Praveling Library should be one of our state's most 
important institutions. It has done and is doing a commendable job of 
giving library service to rural schools and to a certain extent to public 
libraries and individuals, This has been accomplished in spite of inade- 
quate funds and insufficient staff. 


Following are the statistics of the State Traveling Library compiled 
by Mrs. Edith Robinson, acting librarian: 


Collections to schools, 1-2-53 to 2-12-5h..e.eeee+e000339, OF 11,051 books 
Collections to libraries, 1-2453 to 2-12-5). eeeeeveeees 62, or h, 263 " 


If the le of our state knew of the service of this library the 
circulation would have been much greater, 


In addition to distribution books, the State Traveling Library does 
some reference work for schools, libraries and individuals, but under 
difficulties. 


From personal observation the book collections sent out are not attrac- 
tive, because the over-worked staff does not have time for book repair. 
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Then, too, the books are often old editions with poor illustrations and 
poor print. This is a direct result of lack of funds to keep the collect- 
ion up to date. 

In working out a long range program for library aevelopment, two types 
of steps must be considered--legislative and administrative--and they some- 
times hinge upon each other, especially when the legislature holds the 
purse strings. Also some steps may need a change in the law. 

It must beborre in mind that this report is not the last word on this 
program. The committee realizes there is still much research, much study 
and discussion necessary before final action is taken, especially on the 
steps for the future, It can point the way to an ultimate goal, but the 
size and shape of future steps will have to be decided later when we see 
what conditions develop. 

The administrative steps will be discussed first, since they are the 
heart of the program, end then the legislative steps which are necessary 
to implement it. 


ADMINISTRATIVE STEPS 


I Appointment of a qualified State Librarian 


The recognized and agreed upon first step is the appointment of a 
trained and qualified State Librarian whose ability and leadership will 
carry out the succeeding steps. 

Probably this is as big a step in this direction as can be taken 
the first biennium. However, to carry on the work contemplated for the 
State Traveling Library other professional assistants will be necessary 
eventually, among them a cataloger, reference librarian, children's 
librarian because of the work with the schools, and extension librarians 
to work in the field, and a large clerical staff to allow the professional 
staff to concentrate their efforts on their professional duties. 

Adequate salaries will be necessary to attract and hold the kind of 
personnel needed to give the high type of service envisioned for Idano, 


II Enlargement and improvement of the book collection 


The size of the steps to be taken in the field of enlarging and 
improving the book collection depends a great deal on the size of the 
appropriations, Perhaps a start can be mace on each step. 

1. The professional collection 

A collection of professional aids and tools would be especially 
helpful to librarians of small libraries that cannot affort such material 
as Subscription Books Rulletin, ‘the Wilson Standard Catalogs, and special 
indexes, etc. The Librarian should let it be known that these are available 
and how to use them, 

2. The reference and special collections 

A much larger and more effective reference collection is needed. The 
State Traveling Library is the logical place for the largest collection 
of this material in the state, much of which is expensive and not generally 
used, but which is extremely important for study and research. Not only 
should there be the collection of general reference material, but there 
should also be collections of technical material on the industries and 
special interests of the state. 


Library Development~-Continued 
3. School collections 


Already one of the most important functions of the State Traveling 
Library is the distribution of collections of supplementary material to 
schools, This should continue as long as the school libraries need it, 
but we must watch that this school service does not get out of bounds. 
It is possible and desirable for most schools, since consolidation, to 
supply adequate libraries from their own resources, It is in this con- 
nection that a children's librarian is important, in book selection for 
this collection, as well as a consultant to local librarians who have no 
training in children's literature, If ever the school libraries become 
adequate this function can be reduced to an advisory service to local 
libraries and the children's librarian become more of an extension worker, 
She might also co-operate with the Department of Education in the prepa- 
ration of book lists and reading programs. 


. Improve the general collection 


Originally the State Traveling Library was organized to distribute 
books and collections of books around the state, and this is still an 
important fynction, This was considered adequate library service when the 
law was made, However, conceptions of library service have srown and the 
word "service" has become inseparately attached to "library". 

Under this heading of "Improve the general collection," must be con- 
sidered how to serve the more than 5% of the citizens of Idaho who have no 
library service. At present this service is not used as much as it should 
be, but how much could it be used without over=-taxine the present staff 
and the present collection, and how to get a wider distribution of the books. 

As for the present collection, it is suggested that it be weeded and 
many volumes be replaced with clean, up-to-date editions. Probably more 
rebinding, especially commercial rebinding, should be done. It is often 
cheaper to rebind than to replace, and a sound book, rebound, is good for 
much more service than a new one. If the collection were more attractive, 
it probably would be used more. Periodicals and pamphlet material should 
be added, 

Wider distribution of the books can be secured through deposit sta- 
tions, loans to libraries--perhaps on a rotating basis--establishment of 
district branches and bookmobile service to rural areas, 


5. Audio-visual material and material for the blind. 


A trend in library service is the circulation of films, slides, record- 
ings and other audio-visual material, This is now being done by the Univer- 
sity of Idaho and the Idaho State College, but it micht be well to keep in 
mind that this is also a function of library service, and perhaps some co- 
operative arrangement could be worked out with these institutions. However, 
this step can wait until the future. 

Talking books and books in braille for the blind is a function of 
library service suitable for a state library, especially where there is 
no major city (100,000 population) to take over such service, as Seattle 
does in Washington, 


| 
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6. Historical information 


The state library is the logical place for people to look for histor- 
ical and special material on a state. Whether the State Traveling Library 
will want to develop its own collection of historical material or work in 
co-operation with the State Historical Society is a question that can be 
answered later, but is one that should be borne in mind when other more 
pressing services are functioning. 


III Advisory and consultant service 


This will be a new departure for the State Traveling Library, but it 
is definitely a state library function and would come under the part of the 
law that reads, "It (the State Library Board) shall co-operate with the — 
management of the public schools and other free libraries within the state, 
and adopt such means as shall promote their establishment." 

It should be understood at the beginning that all co-operation of the 
local libraries with the state library will be entirely voluntary and on 
a contract basis. 

Parts of this new function can be initiated early by the librarian . 
and the costs of most of these services would not be great (except for 
travel expenses), but the benefits derived would be great. 


1. Book buying, weeding and inventory, etc. 


One of the ways the new librarian can be most helpful to the librarians 
of small libraries is to issue lists of recommended books. For example, 
many librarians have no chance to inspect books before buying them, and it 
is difficult to judge the merits of a book from the news company catalogs; 
many small libraries cannot afford aids like the Book List; and important 
authors sometimes produce lemons. If lists of the best westerns, the best 
mysteries, the best children's books, outstanding non-fiction with classi- 
fication number could be frequently published in the Idaho Librarian or a 
news letter they would be very useful, 

Other phases of the work with books where technical aid would be 
helpful ares: recommendations of encyclopedias and periodicals most useful 
in the small library, help with ordering routines with recommendations of 
book dealers, pre-bind companies and book binders, and with inventory and 
weeding. Many libraries would be more effective if their shelves were 
weeded so that the worthwhile books had less competition. An extension 
worker could help the local librarian work out a policy on this. 


2. Practical and technical advice on new methods and materials 


The State Librarian should keep aware of any improvements in materials 
and techniques and pass on her knowledge of the best of these through the 
Idaho Librarian or a news letter, and by work shops, institutes and per~- 
sonal visits. Progress is steadily being made in such varied processes 
as mending, record keeping, pamphlet files etc., and when applied makes a 
library more effective, 


3. Raise standards and improve services 


The state library is in the position of a clearing house for library 
problems of the state, and one of the Librarian's duties should be to con- 
sult with boards of trustees, public officials and interested citizens on 
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local library problems, and help them improve the service and raise the 
standards of their local libraries. Often an outside authority can throw 
light on a subject and help solve a difficult situation. 


lk. Help start new libraries where wanted 


When a community decides it wants a library, the state librarian can 
do much to help it get started effectively by helping to select a site, 
by indicating financial support necessary for effectiveness (i.e. very small 
and very poor units should not be encouraged to go it alone), by furnishing 
plans for rooms, shelving and furniture, by leading a discussion of the 
oualifications of the local librarian, and when she is selected, by helping 
to train her. The State Traveling Library then can send collections of 
books to extend the local collection. 


Statistics 


Section 33-2606 of the Idaho public library law says that local librar- 
ies must report their annual income and expenses, size of the book collec- 
tion and number of books added and the number lost and missing, and their 
circulation in annual reports to the State Library Commission. This in- 
formation should be compiled by the state librarian and published in an 
annual report of the Library Board, as this information is useful to make 
comparisons, to help raise standards, and for publicity purposes. Any 
state aid ever given should be made conditional on the rendering of the 
annual reports by the local librarians. 


IV Reference Service 


Reference is a service that is now being done in a small way, but it 
should be expanded as soon as funds permit. State Traveling Library refer- 
ence service should help all libraries in the state--large and small-- by 
supplying books, booklets and bibliographies on modern technical subjects, 
on business methods, on industry and agriculture as well as other subjects. 
A study club studying, for instance, child guidance could quickly get 
up~to-= the minute information from books, pamphlets and clippings on file 
in the reference collection of the State Traveling Library. 


V Publicity of services and needs 


One of the important first steps is to let people know what their 
State Traveling Library does and what it requires to do a better job. There 
are many people in Idaho who do not know there is a State Traveling Library. 
Therefore, it seems advisable to plan an information campaign. 

Newsletters to public and school libraries could publicize the 
library's services. News releases to local papers all over the state should 
cover library activities. Cuts in leading papers of exhibits of books on 

’ special projects would catch people's interest. 

When the budget is increased and staff enlarged the "Idaho Librarian" 
could be published in the State Traveling Library. It is of interest to 

all the librarians of the state and it could logically become a project 

of the central state library, or, more likely, the State Traveling Library . 

obits — its own bulletin. Certainly it would need a periodical 

cation. 
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Before the next legislature meets it would be well to prepare a small 
pamphlet with information on the State Traveling Library. It should briefly 
answer the questions, what the State Traveling Library is, what it does, how 
it does it, and how it can be of better service. This pamphlet should be 
sent to each legislator in the late fall of 1954, and to organizations like 
P.TeAsy Ae Ae Ue Wey Chambers of Commerce, etce 

The librarian should appear before citizen groups explaining services 
and plans for the library. It is only by m&ing the people of Idaho library 
conscious that the State Library Board can gain the support of legislators. 


VI Placement Bureau 


The aim of this service is to provide placement help to the libraries 
and librarians of the state. Librarians, trained and semi-trained, may 
register, giving their qualifications, experience and special interests. 
The file may be consulted by library trustees, librarians, superintendents 
of schools and state institutions and others interested in procuring li- 
brary personnel. Vacancies could be published in the State Traveling . 
Library publication, as is now done in Washington and California. 


VII District Branches 


A state with as scattered a population md as large an area as Idaho's 
has a definite problem when it tries to reach all its citizens with library 
service, This problem can be solved through the establishment of six or 
more district, or regional, branches, or offices, which will carry the 
books and services closer to the people who need them. Librarians and their 
associations should not attempt to dictate the regional organization, but 
should be prepared to warn and advise against’ regions too small or poorly 
inter-communicated. These district branches would nave special and tech- 
nical, as well as general books for loan to individuals, schools and li- 
braries.e They wuld give reference service, and advisory service to local 
libraries and boards when consulted, they would contract to give service to 
local libraries, and could serve the rural areas with bookmobiles. Trained 
personnel could be out in the field to advise local libraries and supervise 
stations, and the use of bookmobiles would be practical from the branches 
where they would be from the main state library. These branches can use 
rented quarters or make contracts with already existing libraries. No 
library needs to use their services unless it wishes, but they are there 
when needed. 

The state library with its branches is a more economical unit than six 
or more independent regional libraries, because with its larger base of 
support it can employ more effective persormel whose leadership will be felt 
throughout the state; and it can effect savings by buying in quantity, and 
consolidating its technical and administrative rputines. However, the re- 
gional organization would be available as an alternative should the state 
branch plan prove inacceptable. 

Vermont has such a plan working. Connecticut, New York, amd Colorado 
are starting work on such plans. These states should be watched carefully 
to see how their plans work out, because their experience may be very useful 
to Idaho, especially Colorado which has a problem similar to ours--large 
area and comparatively small population. 
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VIII Administration of libraries in state institutions 


A library service for the future is the establishing of libraries 
with trained personnel in our state hospitals, prisons, and schools. 

Carefully selected books and periodicals couid bring pleasure and 
profit of therapeutic nature to persons in our institutions. At present, 
at least in the hospitals, the books and periodicals available are chiefly 
gifts from people weeding their personal book shelves. 

People in institutions usually have much more time on their hmds than 
people outside. Such surfeit of time often results in boredom, low morale, 
and mischief, The importance of adequate libraries in such places is hard 
to overemphasize. 


IX Administration of state aid 


An effective method of encouraging local libraries to improve their 
services and standards is to offer state aid. This direct financial help 
can be offered for one or all of the following reasons: 

1. to help establish new libraries; 

2. to give libraries an incentive to improve, or to bring libraries 

up to a certain standard; 

3. to equalize support--that is to give the poorer areas help; 

4. for special achievement. 

The state library is the lsgical agent to carry out this function. 


X Conclusion 


In conclusion, the foregoing functions and their steps point the way 
to good library service for Idaho, but the immediate steps will be more 
modest and the following are recommended for the next biennium: 

1. Appoint a qualified state librarian. 

2. Review and inventory the book collection, mde buying lists; buy 

if the budget permits. 

3. Publicize the services and needs of the State Traveling Library. 

he Let the state librarian visit local libraries, meet with board 

members and hold wrkshops. 

5. Enlarge the reference service. 

6. Start the personnel file. 


LEGISLATIVE STEPS 
I Appropriations 


The first and most important legislative step will be to get an ade- 
quate appropriation--this appropriation to cover at least the salary of the 
librarian whose appointment is the first and most important administrative 
step. With an adequate budget and the qualified librarian other steps can 
follow. If it comes to a choice between adequate salaries and an increased 
book budget, let us choose the salaries. There are a great many duties 
trained and qualified librarians can carry out without a good book collec- 
tion, such as publicity and advisory services. However, a poor book col- 
lection is certainly a handicap. 

Perhaps this first legislative step should be taken by degrees. In the 
interest of caution, during the next biennium (1955-56) ask for an 


Library Development--Continued 23 


appropriation only large enough to get the qualified librarian with the 
understanding that salaries may be raised again at the next biennium, 
During this time the librarian can study the needs of the State Traveling 
Library, make out book order lists, get acquainted with the state as a 
whole, visit libraries and consult with boards and be generally useful, 
The next biennium, having made the influence of the State Traveling Library 
felt, and knowing its exact needs, a larger appropriation can be asked for. 
However, to make a trained librarian effective in the duties enumerated 
above, a travel and expense account should be included. 

Until such time as the State Traveling Library has an adequate budget, 
it would perhaps be better not to ask for other legislation, 


II Enabling law for regional libraries 


A recent trend in library development is for the state library to set 
up regional, or district, offices to carry on the work more effectively, 
District offices can be established by the State Traveling Library without 
changing the present law, this committee believes, under the section that 
Says, “Said commission shall cause said books to be distributed through- 
out the state, and at suitable intervals change such distribution in 
such manner as to secure the use and enjoyment of said books to the 
people of the state. . . It shall co-operate with. . . free libraries 
within the state and adopt such means as shall promote their establishment." 
There does not appear to be any wording that would prohibit their establish- 
ment, but it might be well to get a legal opinion on this matter, 

On the other hand, if regional libraries are to be developed independ- 
ently by the regions, an enabling act will be necessary to permit them to 
do so. See the report of the Library Development Committee in the "Idaho 
Librarian", July, 1952, vol. 4, Noe 3, for the need of and a»plan for 
regional libraries, 

However, at the present time so few people are aware of the benefits 
of regional libraries, that there is doubt if any region is ready to 
establish one, 

The committee feels more effective service would come from a state 
library with regional branches, rather than independently operated regional 
libraries, Much of the administration and technical routines of library 
service can be done by the state library agency and so effect a saving. 
Quantity buying makes for a saving, too, It should be emphasized that 
even under this arrangement, a high degree of local responsibility and 
control would remain. One good strong state library with branches can 
give better service and more vigorous leadership than six independently 
operating units which because of their lesser resources would tend to be 
mediocre, 

This committee, therefore, feels that an enabling act for regional 
libraries be shelved until such time as a region feels the need for forming 
its own library with the fear that interest in the State Traveling Library 
might be lost and only a regional library law be left. 


III Certification 


A law requiring certain educational qualifications for librarians 
is desirable to raise the standards of library leadership. Teachers must 
have certificates before they can teach, Is it not reasonable that 
librarians, in the strategic position they hold, should also have 
credentials? 
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Of course, in the small towns it would not be feasible to require 
certification because their budgets could not pay the salary of trained 
personnel, but in the large places--say above 5,000 or 10,000--certification 
could be required. A provision for voluntary certification below that 
level, may tend to improve preparation of librarians. Requirements for 
voluntary certification would, of course, be much less than those for 
mandatory certification. An equitable law could be worked out so that 
those with long experience in the library field couid get a certificate 
by examinatione Graduates of accredited library schools would auto- 
matically be accredited. 

This step can wait until the future when its purpose will be better 
appreciated. 


IV State Aid 

This committee recommends that state aid be kept in mind for the 
future and be studied much more fully, but realizes thit this subject 
should not be considered until the State Traveling Library is adequately 
supported. 


V Change of name 


This comaittee wishes to submit as a suggestion that the name be 
changed from Idaho State Traveling Library to idaho State Library Service. 
The word "traveling" suggests that the chief function is sending out book 
collections. This is just one duty of a state library. The work 
"service" describes its work better; therefore, we recommend for considera- 
tion the name Idaho State Library Service. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Mrs. Ruth Pearce, Co-Chairman 
Mrs. Eunice Merrill, Co-Chaitman 
Mrse Edith Robinson, Member 
Miss Milcred Selby, Member 

Mr. Leonard Thorp, Member 


IDAHO STATE LIBRARY ASSOCTATION 


Biennial Meeting May 7-8, 195) 
Idaho State College 
Pocatello, Idaho 


REGISTRATIW 


Friday morning, May 7, 8:30 - 10:00 
Place: Tdaho State College Library, 
First Floor, Fxhibition Area 


Reservations for Children's Librarianst Luncheon on. Friday, the banquet on 
Friday, and the Tuncheon on Saturday should be made at this time. 


FIRST GENERAT, SESSIW 


Friday morning, May 7, 10:09 - 12:90 
Place: ISC Library, lst Floor, Browsing Room. 


Welcome to Pocatello 


Tntroductions 

Necrology 
Rusiness Meeting 

Treasurer's Report ---+--+-2-+#-+-+-+-+-6- Mrs. Ruth Higgins 

Membership Report Pocatello Public T,ibrary 
Report on American Library Association - - Fli M,. Qboler 

Councillor Idaho State College Tibrary 
Report of Pacific “Northwest Tibrary - - - - Leonard Thorp 

Association Representative University of Idaho Library 
President's Peport ---+-+-+-+-+--+-+--6. Marion Bingham 


Boise Public Library 


Committee Reports 
Idaho Author's Committee - - ------ Maralyn Morton, Chairman 
Idaho State College English Dep 


Committee for Vicrofilming Idaho - - - - tee F,. Zimmerman, Chairman 


Newspapers University of Idaho Library 
Publications Committee - Fli M. Obler, Chairman 
Special Committee on School - - - - - - = - Mrs, Maxine Slagowski, Chairman 


Library Standards Idaho Falls High School Tibrary 


LUNCHEON 
Friday, May 7, 12:15 - 2:00 


CHILDREN'S LIBRARIANS' LUNCHFON 
Place: ISC Dining ¥all 

Mrs. Dorothy Doane, Chairman 
Caldwell Public T,ibrary 


Musical Number 


Books with Parent-Appeal - - - - - - - ee Mrs. Irene Fackler 
Idaho Falls Public Tibrary 


Facts and “igures on the Children's - - - - Mildred Selby 
Book Budge Boise Public Library 


Discussion Period 
ALL OTHERS 
Informal Luncteon at nearby eating places. 


SECOND GENERAL SESSION 
Friday afternoon, May 7, 2:15 - h:15 
Place: ISC Library, lst Floor, Browsing Room 


Address; Working Together for Better - - Mrs. William J. Nixon, President 
Idaho State Library Board 
Looking Toward Legislative Provision - - Mrs. Mabel Baker, Chairman 
for Library Progress in Idaho Boise Public Library 
(report of Legislative Committee) 
Proposed Step-by-Step Plan for Extension Mrs. R. Stanley Pearce 


of library service in Idaho - -- Mrs. Ralph W. Merrill 
(report of Library Development Committee) Co-chairmen 
Orofino, Idaho 


Report will be given by Leonard Thorp, a member of the Committee 


TEA AND SOCIAL HOUR 
Friday afternoon, May 7, 4:30 = 5:30 
Place: ISC Library, lst Floor, Browsing Room 


BANQUET 
Friday evening, May 7, 6:30 
Place: Pocatello Country Club 


Costs: $2.50 
Transportation will be provided for those without 
carSe 
Toastmaster - - ----+----- Eli M. Oboler 


"The Waftts" - Address - - ---+-- Dr. Carl W. McIntosh, President 
Idaho State College 


Entertainment by students, Idaho State College 


THIRD GENERAL SESSION 
Friday evening, May 7, 8:30 
Places Pocatello Country Club 


What Public Libraries Are Deing--S.Janice Kee, Executive Secretary 
Public Libraries Division 


American Library Association 
Films: The Library Story, Wilmette, Illinois Public Library 
The Common Heritage, Library Development in Tennessee 
FOURTH GENERAL SESSION 


Saturday morning, May 8, 9:00 = 12:00 
Place: ISC Library lst Floor, Browsing Room 


"What is Ahead for Idaho Librarians in Service to Idaho's People" Panel 

Discussion 

Chairman: Mrs. Mabel Baker, Chairman Legislative Committee, Boise, Idaho 

Panel Members: S.Janice Kee, American Library Association, Chicago 
Mrs. Charles E. Winstead,Vice-President Idaho State Library 

Board, Boise 
Mrs.Ruth Higgins, Librarian,Pocatello Public Library, Pocatello 
Mrs,Lucile Peterson, Librarian, Parma High School, Parma 
Leonard Thorp, Assistant Librarian, University of Idaho 
Library Moscow 


Address; 


Open Discussion by Membership 
Closing Business 


‘LUNCHEON 


Saturday, May 8, 12:00 
Place: Graveley Tea Room (ISC Campus) 
Cost: $1.00 


CONDUCTED TOUR OF IDAHO STATE COLLEGE LIBRARY 
Saturday, May 8, 1:30 = 2:30 
Meet at: Circulation Desk, First Floor 


DIVISION MEETINGS 
Saturday afternoon, May 8, 2:30 


PUBLIC LIBRARIANS 

Place: ISC Library, lst floor, Browsing Room 
Ralph Secord, Chairman 

Twin Falls Public Library 


A Great Books Program - - - = = = = Mrs. Emil Bordwick, Buhl 
New Reference Materials - - - - = = Mrs, Ava Barnes 

Edna Gillespie Library, Blackfoot 
Cataloging a Record Library - - - = Louise Kjera, Twin Falls Public Library 
Discussion 


SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 
Place: Film Library, Liberal Arts Building, First Floor 
Mrs, Maxine Slagowski, Chairman 
Idaho Falls Senior High School Library 


Audio-Visual Materials - - - - = ~ = = Chester G, Cooper 
, Idaho State College Film Library 
Assisted by 
Associate Professor Clarence C. Moore 
Idaho State College Dept. of 


Education 
Elementary School Libraries in 
State Supervisor of Elementary 
Education 


Organization and Use of the 
High School Library - -----+-- H. Maine Shoun 

State Supervisor of Secondary 

Education 


Discussion Period 
(Attention is called to the school library displays in the Curriculum 
Laboratory on the top floor of Swanson Hall.) 


COLLEGE LIBRARIANS 
Place: Seminar Room, 2nd Floor, ISC Library . 
Lee F, Zimmerman, Chairman, Univ. of Idaho Library 


Round Table Discussion on the following subjects: 
1. Methods of building an adequate and effective book collection to 
serve the needs of a particular institution, 


‘LUNCHEON 


Saturday, May 8, 12:00 
Place: Graveley Tea Room (ISC Campus) 
Cost: $1,00 


CONDUCTED TOUR OF IDAHO STATE COLLEGE LIBRARY 
Saturday, May 8, 1:30 ~ 2:30 
Meet at: Circulation Desk, First Floor 


DIVISION MEETINGS 
Saturday afternoon, May 8, 2:30 


PUBLIC LIBRARIANS 

Place: ISC Library, lst floor, Browsing Room 
Ralph Secord, Chairman 

Twin Falls Public Library 


A Great Books Program - - - = = = = Mrs. Emil BPordwick, Buhl 
New Reference Materials - - - - = «= Mrs, Ava Barnes 

Edna Gillespie Library, Blackfoot 
Cataloging a Record Library - - - = Louise Kjera, Twin Falls Public Library 
Discussion 


SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 
Place: Film Library, Liberal Arts Building, First Floor 
Mrs, Maxine Slagowski, Chairman 
Idaho Falls Senior High School Library 


Audio-Visual Materials - - = = Chester G, Cooper 
Idaho State College Film Library 
Assisted by 
Associate Professor Clarence C. Moore 
Idaho State College Dept. of 
Education 


Elementary School Libraries in 
Idaho - - - - Gertrude Fastman 

State Supervisor of Elementary 

Education 


Organization and Use of the 
High School Library - - - - = - - - H. Maine Shoun 

State Supervisor of Secondary 

Education 


Discussion Period 
(Attention is called to the school library displays in the Curriculum 
Laboratory on the top floor of Swanson Hall.) 


COLLEGE LIBRARIANS 
Place: Seminar Room, 2nd Floor, ISC Library . 
Lee F, Zimmerman, Chairman, Univ. of Idaho Library 


Round Table Discussion on the following subjects: 
le Methods of building an adequate and effective book collection to 
serve the needs of a particular institution, 
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2. Methods of developing inter-library co-operation between Idaho 
college libraries in the mutual interests of all concerned, 

3e Methods of selling the library to the college administration, 
faculty and students, 

le Methods of making self-surveys of college libraries for the 
purpose of obtaining larger budgets from the administration, 

5» Methods of resolving the overcrowded housing conditions of  llege 
libraries, 

6- Methods of obtaining free material from other colleges, univer- 
sities, foundations, societies, etc. 


‘MEETING OF THE STATE LIBRARY BOARD 
Saturday afternoon, May 8, 2:30 
Places Staff Conference Room, ISC Library 


Following is alist of suggested places to stay in Pocatel2® during the 
convention, Reservations may be made direct by phone, wire. or majl, 


The college campus is approximately one and a half miles frem the center of 
town. Taxj and bus service are available, 


HOTEL LOCATION ACCOMiODATIONS 


With Bath or Shower Running Water 
Single Double Single Double 


105 S, Arthur 400, $5.00 $5400, $6.00 $3.00 
(center of town) 5.50, 6,00 7.00, 8,00 3.50 5.00 
Without Bath 


122 S. Main 4,00 $6.00 2.50 
(center of town) 


835 Sth 
(3 blocks from 
IsC Library) 


1159 S. 5th 
(1 block from 
Isc Library 


Bidwelle 2304 S, Sth 
(2 blocks frem 
ISC Library 


MOTELS | 
Sunset 4450 5450 
Idaho 3650 e504 S080 


WOULD Y¢U LIKE T0 BIND MORE PERIODICALS AND 
REBIND MORE BOOKS THIS Y@AR FOR THE SAME AMOUNT 
OF MONEY YOU SPENT LAST YEAR??7777 
WE HAVE SPECIALISTS aT SAVING LIBRARIES 
MONEY WOR OVER YEARS. 

ONLY THE BEST OF MATERIALS ARE USED IN OUR 
BINDERY, ALL WORK IN ACCORDANCZ WITH A.L.A, 

SPECIPICATIONS. 
BOOKS AND PERIODICALS SEWED OVERCAST BY MACHINE 
OR HAND, 


---MAY WE SEND YOU OUR PRICE LISTS 28--- 


BROWN 
GREUVLEY, COLORADO 


LOOKING TOWARD LEGISLATIVE PROVISION 


FOR LIBRARY PROGRESS IN IDAHO 


The assignment of the Legislative Committee this year was 
two-fold: 1, to do a comparative study of salaries on the state 
level for the exclusive use of the State Library Board and 2, to 
do for the ISLA membership a study of library laws of the forty- 
eight states with a view to discovering ideas which we might 
incorporate in the statutory frame-work for better state-wide 
library service in Idaho, 


The members of the committee were most helpful, To Alice 
McClain, our grateful appreciation for indexing and compiling 
our Idaho Library Laws, To Mrs. Olive Bess, our special 
gratitude for the many hours of consultation last fall and for 
her excellent digest of the laws of Missouri, Oklahoma, and 
Washington. These laws are placed in the "Omnibus Legislative 
Note-book" for the convenience of the State Library Board and 
any others of you who might wish to consult them, This note- 
book, by the way, is a symbol of the oursting bounds of the 
American Public Library whose theme song might well be "Don't 
fence me in" and whose high commission is "ixtend thyself" against 
that day when no city map with a forebidding red line around the 
city limits shall require the desk attendant to say: "I am sorry. 
I cannot give you a free card, You live outside the city limits," 
Instead the answer will be: "No, thank you, there is no charge, 
veryone in this region is welcome to all we have," 


"Something there is that does not like a wall" 
"The wonderful world of books" is free to all. 


I am indebted to Mrs, Anne W. Dunkle of the State Law Library 
Staff for her gracious help in extracting needed information from 
the statutes of many of the states; to Mrs, Geneva Bittleston, ISLA 
secretary, to Mrs, Edith Vassar and Mr, “J.F. Yeyrend, committee 
members, for their share in writing letters to state agencies; 
and to Miss DelRae “hittington of the Boise Public Library Staff 
for typing the final form of some of the charts and for cutting 
the stencils so carefully. Had there been time to map out our 
project more cooperatively, the resulting study would doubtless 
have been more helpful, But because it took much time to determine 
the course of this study and because the distance between lhicCall 
and Caldwell and Boise and Rigby and Pocatello does not admit of 
free communication on weighty matters, the comparative studies had 
to be done by the chairman, For their incompleteness and their 
personal conclusions we ask your indulgence, It is well that this 
report will have been studied by many of you before the ISLA 
meeting in Pocatello in May. This should off-set some of the 
weaknesses of individual study and comparison and suggest to us 
ways of revising and clarifying our findings, The sentences in 
"Caps" are to help you to prepare for the panel discussion, 
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Our newest library law has placed the initiative for state 
library leadership largely in the hands of laymen with one member 
of the former elective commission remaining. We look to the 
members of this State Library Board to "provide seasoned lay 
judgments on the library's general policy and program,,.. and to 
furnish active sponsorship of the program and budget" before the 
state citizenry and government, The study of the state laws was 
conceived by the Executive Committee of ISLA in the hope that it 
might be helpful in forming the policy and program so urgently 
needed in our state, 


"The first duty of the state in relation to libraries is to 
provide a sound legal foundation authorizing the establishment 
and maintenance of public libraries, This may be accomplished by 
appropriate constitutional and legislative provisions"? - a thought 
for that projected revision of the Idaho State Constitution. 


May I quote from a letter, dated January 12, 195, from 
Harriet I, Carter, Head, Extension Division, Indiana State Library. 
I quote: "It is stated that it is a 'policy of the state, as part 
of its provisions for public education, to promote the establish- 
ment and development of public library service' - while these may 
seem to be only introductory words, the specific statement of 
principle gives powerful backing for library service." Although 
practically every state has such a statement in its code, I find 
no such statement in our own, 


SHOULD WE PLACE A STATEMENT IN THE IDAHO CODE TO THE EFFECT 
THAT IT IS THE POLICY OF THE STATE OF IDAHO AS PART OF ITS 
PROVISIONS FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION TO PROMOTE THE ESTABLISHMENT AND 
DEVELOPMENT OF PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE? 


In this report you will find three charts which were helpful 
in drawing conclusions and which we hoped would aid you in following 
the study, The chart on "Personnel qualifications for extension 
administrators" tells the story of the "Why" and "By whom" of the 
"Channels of service," Regional and county libraries did not 
just happen to the states that have them, They were made to 
happen by prepared people with vision and "Know how," The charts 
on "Expenditures" tell the wherewithal of "The channels of service," 


The first column of the chart on service channels shows that 
almost every state has a traveling library, This is minimum 
service, The comparative salary study done by our committee 
showed the salary figures of the Idaho Traveling Library as the 
very lowest in all the forty-eight states, Whatever we do to 
expand library service for the people of our state, we must be 
careful first of all to make use of what we now have, We must 
safe-guard the support of our state library, making certain that 


I. Robert D. Leigh, The Public Library in the United States. 
Columbia University Press, 1950 p, 236 

2, Carleton B,. Joeckel, National plan for library service. 
A.L.A., 1948 p.55 
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appropriations are adequate to assure competent personnel and 
necessary resources, 


The chart on service channels does not include service to 
correctional and rehabilitating institutions, service to the 
blind, etc. It is surely an obligation of the state to provide 
for the needs of the handicapped. Should this be a function of 
the state library? Many states, notably the State of California, 
believe that it is and provide for such function in the statutes, 
It is good to remember in this connection that the government 
permits the sending of reading material between libraries and 
the blind postage free, The government also provides talking 
books for which the State Library might be the distributing agency, 
At the present time our nearest service outlet for reading materials 
of this nature is Portland, 


WOULD IT BE WELL IN REVIEWING THE PROVISIONS OF OUR LIBRARY 
LAWS TO FORMULATE A LAW RELATING TO SERVICE TO THE BLIND AND TO 
STATE INSTITUTIONS OF HEALING AND CORRECTION? 


The chart on "Expenditures" also shows the types of organi- 
zation under which library extension operates, The State of 
Massachusetts was the first to create a separate extension 
agency under an independent commission. This she did in the 
year 1890.3 Seventeen states followed her lead, But what is the 
picture now? Massachusetts Division of Library Extension now 
writes to us on letter-heads which read "The Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, Department of Education." Of the seventeen 
other states which once operated under independent extension 
agencies, four others now have a change in administration, 
Louisiana Extension Service is now under the Louisiana State 
Library. Missouri Library Extension is under the Missouri State 
Library which "shall be included in the Division of Higher 
Education in the State Department of Education." New Jersey in 
1945 transferred the functions of the Library Commission to the 
Bureau of Public and School Library Services in the Division 
of the State Library, Archives and History of the State Depart- 
ment of Fducation, The last Oklahoma Legislature (1953) created 
an Extension Division to replace the former Oklahoma Library 
Commission and placed it in the office of the State Librarian, 
This apparently means that five state agencies out of a total 
of eighteen have sought shelter in the bosom of a larger family. 
It is interesting to note that Idaho has a set-up different from 
that of any other extension agency, Idaho Library Service is 
under an appointive Library Board with the head of the Depart- 
ment of Education as an ex officio member, This Library Board 
has a unique relation to the State Board of Education which, 
according to 33-113 is to "Supervise, govern, and direct" it, 


3. carleton Joeckel, Library Extension, University of 
Chicago Press, c1946. p.161 
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The Board of Education and the Department of Education can do 
great things for the cause of the Public Library, They are demon- 
strating their faith in books by the fine way they are setting up 
school libraries to provide materials for curricular enrichment. 
After students leave school we want to assure them opportunities 
for the further development of their reading ability, We want to 
offer them all a free scholarship in the "People's University" < 
the Public Library, The public school contributes to the education 
of only a small percent of the population at any given time. The 
public library contributes to the education of the entire population 
from childhood to old age. To see that the public library does this 
job is our responsibility as librarians, But we cannot do it alone, 
We need your help, members of the Board of Education, and we know 
you have the leadership to provice it. Bat we are not quite sure 
of our ground, 


As an illustration of what might happen to us, from a letter 
which I have in my files, I quote: "One of the handicaps... is 
that it (meaning the public library program) is tied in too closely 
on the local level with the county superintendent of schools," 
The frustration of that state library extension leader is very real. 


A more optimistic picture comes to us from the State of 
Maryland, From a letter, dated January 11, 195h, from Helen M, 
Clark, Director, Division of Library Extension, Maryland, I quote: 


"The State Superintendent of Schools is, without a doubt, 
the most influential advantage we have, He believes in public 
libraries as an important part of education, He plans big for 
education and dares to ask for appropriations needed to carry out 
the plans, The Division's budget was $20,000 when the Public 
Library Advisory Commission joined the Department of Education in 
1946, That was tripled when the budget request came as a Division 
of the State Department of Education and is now almost five times 
that amount... County boards of library trustees are entirely 
separated from the county boards of education and the county 
superintendent of schools has no responsibility for public libraries, 
but there is a friendliness and respect between the schools and 
libraries and much cooperation," 


Carleton B, Joeckel writes: "Surveys of state governmental 
organizations by professional surveying agencies usually recommend 
that the state library agency be placed under the department of 
education. Library plans developed by state organizations, state 
library agencies, and other groups generally disagree with this 
suggestion, They favor a strengthening of the state library agency 
but feel that its best interest would be served by independence 
from the education department, fearing that combination of the two 
agencies may mean that the library interests will be naglestes in 
favor of the interests of formal education."4 


4. Ibid. p. 162, 
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It is interesting in this connection to point up the relative 
financial ability of the three types of extension agencies, The 
charts show that the agencies under the department of education 
command a fifty per cent larger share of the state educational 
dollar than the agencies set up as independent commissions or 
as divisions of the state library. 


Two questions suggest themselves: 

1. WOULD THE BOARD OF EDUCATION AND THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCA~ 
TION GO ALONG WITH US ON THE STATE LEVEL, LENDING THEIR PRESTIGE 
AND THEIR EXTENSIVE LEGISLATIVE EXPERIENCE TO THE TASK AT HAND 
BUT GIVING A FREE HAND IN THE WORKING OUT OF DETAILS TO PEOPLE 
EXPERIENCED IN LIBRARY PROBLEMS AND TECHNIQUES? 

2. WOULD THE BOARD OF EDUCATION PRESDNT THE LIBRARY NEEDS OF 
IDAHO AS A PART OF ITS BUDGET FOR THE 1955-57 BIENNIUM? 


Perhaps this seems unfair to ask help in sponsoring an adequate 
budget without being willing to assume the status of the dependent, 
Library extension in Idaho is in the adolescent stage and we all 
recognize the fact that adolescents are difficult. We welcome the 
interest and advice and the financial skill of the Education Family, 
but we feel that you will understand our wish to work out our own 
problems, for in so doing we shall grow to the maturity which 
we must achieve to do the job, We are a little doubtful of 
having the State Board of Education "supervise, govern, and direct" 
the State Library Board. 


WOULD IT BE WELL TO STUDY SECTION 33-113 TO SEE IF THE 
RELATIONSHIP COULD BE ALTERED IN SUCH A WAY AS TO EMPHASIZE 
COOPERATION RATHER THAN SUPERVISION? 


The table comparing expenditures for libraries with expenditures 
for the total education package reveals how fiscally insignificant 
the library is in state economy. Robert D. Leigh makes some 
pertinent comments on this score, I quote:5 


"There is no necessary relationship in the world of values 
between what is of most social importance and what costs the most. 
money, The relatively small expenditure for the maintenance of the 
public library is due partly to the fact that it is a very economical 
social contrivance. It gives books a maximum use per volume, 
enabling every member in a community to have access to hundreds of 
thousands of books at an average cost per person equal to the price 
of a single volume if purchased privately." 


For so valuable a service to be had at such nominal cost, 
why should it be necessary for us to do battle for its financial 
support? The fault lies not with our legislative bodies who are 
willing to pay for the services essential to their constituents. 
The fault lies with our failure as professional librarians to point 
up the dynamic and abiding qualities of our wares, We have failed 
to present adequately the library as a means of constant intellectual 
and spiritual growth and a training resource for democratic citizenship. 


Se Op, cit. p. 139 
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Never has the need for an informed electorate been so urgent. 


We need men and women who do not form their attitudes from 
head-lines and loud speakers. We talk about the United Nations 
but who among us have read the charter? How many of us feel 
adequately informed of the issues which determine our destiny? 
How many of us are able even dimly to grasp their import? 

Miss Janice Kee, writing on Developments in 1952 in the 

Municipal Year Book, tells that A.L.A. with a grant of $200,000 
from the Fund for Adult Education of the Ford Foundation has 
carried forward a discussion program on Our American Heritage 

on a county, regional, and state-wide basis in ten states. 

Thus the public library becomes a public forum at the grass-roots, 
reviving the town meeting idea of the New England States. Such 
projects can make of our people a "fellowship of the responsible." 


While the property tax is the chief financial resource of 
the library program on the local levels, not all states operate 
exclusively on this basis. Ohio is a notable exception. In 
1934, the constitutional 15 mill limitation was reduced to ten 
mills. This act made real property tax provisions practically 
inoperative for most of the libraries of the state and they were 
forced to turn to the intangibles property tax as a means of 
support, ¢.g. five per centum of income yield on investments, 

two mills on the dollar on deposits and unproductive investments. 


Recently, the Dayton Public Library successfully appealed a 
cut in its budget request for 1953 to the State Supreme Court, 
From an editorial in the Dayton Journal Herald, December 15, 1953, | 
I quote: "What the Supreme Court did was to spell out quite | 
clearly the legal principle that libraries are to have a priority 


claim to intangible property taxes so far as they can demonstrate 
needs," 


The North Carolina 1953 Session provided for the establish- 
ment and support of public libraries from sources other than property 
tax in counties which have not voted funds for this purpose, 
(Only nine counties and nine municipalities have tax-supported 1" 
public libraries) With the permission of Mrs, Elizabeth Hughey, 

Secretary and Director, North Carolina Library Commission, I 
quote from her letter explaining these sources of revenue: 


"Non-tax sources in North Carolina are 1, Net profits of A.B.C. 
stores, 2, a portion of state-collected intangibles tax which is 
required by law to be placed in the general fund, 3, beer and wine 
crown taxes, , payments received from TVA in lieu of taxes, i 
5, funds received by counties from federal government from revenues ; 
of national forests, 6, franchise taxes collected by state and 
shared with cities and towns, 7, income from revenue-producing 
enterprise, such as water, sewer system, an electric or gas system, 
a cemetery, county home or farm, etc., 3, proceeds from the sale 
of assets other than school assets," 
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A vital question to challenge us is: 


ARE THERE ANY SOURCES OTHiR THAN THE PROPERTY TAX ‘HICH 
COULD BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE LIBRARY BUDGT? 


While it is well to explore all possible sources of 
income, the property tax in all probability will remain the 
chief source of sustenance for the public library. 33-2601, 
Idaho Code, provides for a permissive three-mill levy for 
municipal libraries. All municipalities, except those with 
independent charters, must finance their libraries under 
this law. (Boise, Lewiston, and Bellevue only have independent 
charters, Boise Public Librery operates on a lump sum 
appropriation.) However, very few towns levy the maximum. 
Many a small town levies a mill or less which means that the 
library must struggle 2 long with pitifully inadequate staff 
and resources, Taxes on lucrative farms and ranches are 
not touched by the municipal library levy. Hence even the 
larger libraries have a difficult time, Clearly it is a 
case of the survival not of the fittest but of the "libraries 
that will cooperate," 


The simplest structure for cooperation is the "contract." 
From the September 1953 Report of the ISLA Development 
Committee under the communities of Alameda and North Pocatello, 
we read: "Service available from Pocatello Public Library on 
payment of fee," If we had a clause in our statutes enabling 
communities to contract for library service, it is probable 
that these communities would have approached the Board of 
Trustees of the Pocatello Public Library for contract services, 
e.g. purchasing and processing. In this way each community 
might have an effective library in charge of 2 non-professional 
librarian, It would probably be a convenience and 4 source 
of local pride to the people of Alameda and North Pocatello 
to have free library service in their own community rather 
than to have to draw their books from Pocatello with a card 
for which each individual must pay an annual fee, However, 
Alameda and North Pocatello cannot contract for service with 
the Pocatello Public Library because we do not have an 
enabling act for such a procedure in our statutes, The chart 
on "Service channels" reveals the fact that many states 
provide for contract service. 


SHOULD WE THEN TAKE STEPS TO PROVIDE FOR A PERMISSIVE 
CONTRACT LAW IN IDAHO? 


| 

| 

XI 
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The 1953 report of the ISLA Development Committee has another 
interesting item, an illustration of the kind of library provided 
for by 33-2602, Idaho Code. This illustration is the Snake River 
School District Library at Moreland which has a tax income of 
$6,537.28 per annum. It would seem that many communities of less 
than one thousand people would have set up libraries under 33-2602. 


Some of the states provide in their statutes for the School 
District Public Library. In the main, however, experience seems to 
have proven that adults do not respond readily to libraries governed 
by school boards or housed in a school building. Government by a 
Board of Library Trustees and location on main street have much 
greater appeal to the non-school population, Generally speaking, 
people in small communities would be much better served by a 
contract arrangement with a good municipal or county public library 
than under 33-2602. 


To return to this matter of contract services, what are the 
limitations? Let us explore further our illustration of Pocatello 
Public Library. Suppose Alameda and North Pocatello do arrange 
for the purchasing and processing of books, they will still be 
limited in book resources to those which ge tacmseaves are 
financially able to supply. 


Is there a better way? The answer is eccess to all of the 
resources of the larger library. While this might still be done by 
contract, a more satisfactory basis might be to work out a county 
library in Bannock County. This library would study the placing 
of service outlets at the convenience of each local community. 
The local community would provide housing, staff, and janitor 
service, It would also select its own books, It would have its 
own local library board. The county library would order and process ; 
materials and would mail a regular check for books and salaries — 
to the local library. The borrower could use his card either in 
his own community library or in the central library. 


However, the 1952 Library Development Committee Report 
clearly reveals that the County Library is not the solution to 
the Idaho Library Problem, The chart on "Service channels" 
shows about a third of the states as experimenting with the plan 
of multi-county or regional set-ups, with the central library 
located in such a way as to be accessible geographically and 
conveniently to all communities to be served, The ISLA Committee 
in the 1952 Report has worked out for us six possible regional 
systems, Any experiment which we might undertake with a regional 
system should be submitted for approval to the State Librarian 
and the State Library Board in order that we may all move along 
together with maximum economy and effectiveness. However, county 
and regional libraries are not possible under our present laws. 
In order to make them possible, 


SHALL WE ASK FOR PERMISSIVE LEGISLATION FOR COUNTIES AND 
REGIONS TO TAX FOR LIBRARY SERVICE? 
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On the chart on "Personnel qualifications for extension 


administrators," you will note the large number of states which 
make certification mandatory for county and regional librarians, 
Carleton B. Joeckel considers certification to be the most 
effective device for state supervision over librery service. 

He recommends that the certification law create a certification 
board and authorize this agency to determine the grades and 
types of certificates.° The schools of our state could not 
progress without careful provision for the certification of our 
teachers. A certification lew for librarians would not mean 
that every librarian must hold a certificate, It would probably 
mean, however, that each regional or county staff must have for 
the major responsibilities certified personnel with educational 
and technical training which would enable them to serve as 
efficient administrators. 


If a county or regional system is administered by professional 
people, the untrained local librarian can do an effective job 
because she will be able to call upon advisory help at the county 
or regional center, More than that, the local librarian will not 
have to care for all the technical details, The ordering and 
processing can be done at the regional center. The local librar- 
ian's job will be to know her books and her people so that she may 
give the right book to the right person at the right time. The 
local librarian and her board will study how to make the library 
of the greatest convenience to the local public, An important 
factor in this relates to the hours of opening, New York has 
set up a table of opening hours which is useful as a guide: 


Population served by library Minimum weekly hours 
Below 500 6 
500-2199 12 
2500-1999 18 
5000=2,999 30 
25000-99999 
100,000 plus 60 


These are minimum hours. It might be helpful sometime for us 
to make a survey of hours of opening in our Idaho libraries. 


The need for certified librarians to administer county and 
regional libraries is exceeded only by the need for expert leader- 
ship on the state administrative staff. "Clear definition of 
powers and duties in the charter or the library law and proper 
legal provisions for qualified personnel remove to a great extent 


6. Carleton B. Joeckel, A National plan for Public Library 
Service, American Library Association, 1948 p. 64 
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the danger of political interference in the administration of the 
library."7 The term "Qualified librarian" in 33-2502 should be 
clearly defined in terms of academic and technical training and 
experience. Several questions need to be faced here: 


1. HOW CAN WE SO WRITE A LAW THAT WE CAN MAKE SURE THAT 
APPOINTMENTS TO OUR STATE ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF WILL BE MADE ON 
THE BASIS OF EDUCATION, TRAINING, AND EXPERIENCE? 


2. SHOULD A CERTIFICATION BOARD BE PROVIDED FOR IN OUR STATUTES? 


3. SHOULD CERTIFICATION BE MANDATORY FOR COUNTY AND REGIONAL 
LIBRARIANS? 


We have touched on a few measures which might enable us to 
make some leisurely library progress. But we have been making haste 
Slowly for the last fifty years. Perhaps "the time has come, the 
walrus said, to talk of greater things." Our table of expenditures 
shows that while all of the states spent approximately two and three- 
tenths mills for libraries out of every dollar for education, Idaho 
spent seven-tenths of one mill, The figure for Idaho in that 
table is the very lowest of all of the forty-six states which report 
extension service. In discussing the possibility of Federal Aid 
to Libraries with some of the out-standing people on the State House 
Staff several years ago, I met with this attitude: We are not 
interested in Federal Aid to Libraries. Idaho can pay the bill 
for library service if and when the need for such service is 
clearly demonstrated. 


DO WE DARE TO ASK OUR LEGISLATURE FOR A DOLLAR FOR EVERY 
DIME SPENT FOR LIBRARIES IN 1952? 


At this point, I should like to share with you a letter from 
Essae M, Culver, Louisiana State Librarian: 


"At the present time, there are 39 parish (county) libraries 
in Louisiana (out of the state's total of 6 parishes). Thirty- 
seven are locally supported and two are still in the "demonstration" 
state. Eight parishes have passed ordinances of establishment 
and are in line for library demonstrations. Of the 37 locally 
supported parish libraries, 33 began as demonstrations with the 
State Library providing major support. Thirty-two parish libraries 
are supported by a special tax, the other five by appropriation. 


"There have been few tax failures, The earliest was the second 
demonstration for only a six month period in 1927. For several 


7. Caricton B. Joockel, Library Extension. University of 
Chicago Press, cl96. p. 6 


| | 
xi 


39 
reasons the tax election failed - the Mississippi River Flood of 
1927 and the financial depression in Louisiana which followed it - 
the people in flooded areas were unwilling to increase taxes. 

The only other tax failures were in 1940, In three parishes 
while the popular vote carried, the property tax failed. In 
Louisiana only property holders vote in tax elections which must 
carry both in assessed valuation and by majority number of those 
voting. At this time in 190 the depression was still heavy and 
a large per cent of the people on relief. 


"Special taxes such as that for support of parish libraries 
are limited to ten years end must be voted periodically. No re- 
newal library tax has ever failed which indicates that once a 
library is established as a parish institution, it is on a sound 
foundation with renewal almost taken for granted 4s are school 
taxes, In many parishes the tax is called for a period under ten 
years as this gives an opportunity to increase the levy in order 
to keep up with rising costs," 


I quote at length from this letter because Miss Culver tells 
her story as no one else could tell it, and because her story may 

have a suggestion for us. George Washington Carver's slogan 

"Take what you have and make the most of it" inspired the people 

of the south to take the hitherto inconsequential peanut and with 

it transform their economy. Have we anything in Idaho that lies 

idle that we could possibly use as a nucleus for a demonstration { 
library? What about the libraries at NICE and SICE, inactivated . 
by legislative action in 1951? They are the proverty of the State 

of Idaho. Since the state has relieved itself of the burden of 

support of these two colleges of education, the legislature might 

be receptive to the idea of granting support to an educational 

project the cost of which would be relatively insignificant in 

comparison with the cost of maintaining these schools. It might . 

even be feasible to divert to this cause some of the idle financial 

resources of these institutions which apparently cannot presently 

be used for any purpose. Shall we study this question: 


WOULD IT BE WORTH-WHILE TO EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITIES OF 
USING THE LIBRARIES AT NICE AND SICE AS A CORE COLLECTION FOR 
A DEMONSTRATION LIBRARY SYSTEM? 


It has been said that: "There is nothing on earth so powerful 
as an idea whose time has come." Can we in Idaho afford to wait 
for that vague future when the slow wheels of the lower taxing 
levels begin to turn? A demonstration regional library would be 
something for the new State Librarian to work with to show what 
can be done, It should be carefully located in an area large 
enough to be financed locally after the demonstration period, 
Would it be wise to finance such a demonstration entirely from the I. 
state level? Or would it be better to make state funds available 
only to contingent counties whose commissioners would be willing to 
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levy a tax? If the law were so written that the county commissioners 
could make this levey without calling for a vote, it would save time 
in setting up the program. Would it be possible to set a mandatory 
minimum millage to qualify for a demonstration system? A tax floor 
gives assurance for necessary funds and if it were set up as essen- 
tial to qualify for state funds, local taxing units would probably 
favor it. 


SHALL WE GO ON RECORD AS FAVORING LEGISLATION SETTING UP A 
DEMONSTRATION REGIONAL LIBRARY SYSTEM? 


In this connection, may I quote again from the letter from 
Helen M. Clark, Extension Director, Maryland. I quote: 

"I feel that our success with the spread of libraries is due to 
the fact that the 195 Public Library Law was one of five points 
of the state legislative program for education." Would the 
Board of Education be willing to do as much for Idaho libraries 
next session? 


Today I received a letter from Ruth Pierce of the ISLA 
Library Development Committee offering this excellent suggestion: 


"It has occurred to me that sometime in the future it might 
be desirable to rewrite and reorganize the whole library law for 
Idaho such as was done in Colorado in their omnibus library law." 


This calls to mind the time during the 1953 session when we 
worried about the fact that our bill used the phrase "State 
Library Board" while subsequent statements referred to the "State 
Library Commission." The Attorney General assured us that we could 
work out this discrepancy by inference until the time when all 

our library laws could be revised. 


The time has come and now is when the Idaho Library Idea 
must come forth fully clothed in legal garments. Can we all go 
forward together, not caring whose hand shows in the process? 

And now we come to our last question for the panel: 


WOULD IT BE ADVISABLE TO SET UP A LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE COMPOSED 
OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION, THE STATE 
LIBRARY BOARD, LOCAL BOARDS OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES, AND ISLA REPRESEN~ 
TATIVES? 


Such a committee would not only write such a bill but would get it 
studied by groups all over the state. Could we name enough people 
contiguous to the Capital City on that committee to be sure that 
we have the necessary working group at hand to see the Bill through 
until the Gubernatorial Pen makes it "The Public Library Law of 19552" 


Mabel E. Baker, Chairman 
ISLA Legislative Committee. 
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COMPARISON OF EXPENDITURES FOR LIBRARIES AND TOTAL EDUCATION 1952 


(In thousands of dollars) 
- TYPE OF EXTENSION AGENCY: INDEPENDENT COMMISSION 


AGENCY TOTAL EDUCATION LIBRARIES 

Arkansas 46,039 156 

Delaware 22,601 32 

Idaho 13,496 10 

Kansas 54,595 102 

Mississippi 49,543 55 

Montana 18,46, 14 

Nebraska 21,414 7 

New Mexico 43,958 7h 

North Carolina 18,080 1436 

Oklahoma#+ 92,486 51 

South Carolina 76,170 89 

South Dakota 12,623 31 

Vermont 5,190 101 

West Virginia 64,018 77 

Wisconsin 66,418 133 

All agencies 771,095 1,08 | ,001825 
Approximately one and eight-tenths mills is spent for libraries 

out of the education dollar in the fifteen states having an 

independent Library Extension Agency. 


*Idaho is placed with Independent Commissions because she has 
so functioned. 

+#At the time these figures were compiled, Oklahoma Library 
Commission was Independent. 1953 Legislature replaced this 
commission with the Extension Division and placed it in the office 
of the State Librarian. 


Figures in the above table are supplied from Table 21 p. 33 
of xode" Census Bureau Compendium of State Government Finances 
in 1952 
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COMPARISON OF EXPENDITURES FOR LIBRARIES AND TOTAL EDUCATION 1952 


(In thousands of dollars) 


EXTENSION AGENCY UNDER STATE LIBRARY 
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AGENCY TOTAL EDUCATION LIBRARIES 
Alabama 93,055 62 
Arizona 25 ,069 00 
Florida 88 ,005 32 
Tllinois 141,786 658 
Indiana 116,250 208 
Towa 54 5405 51 
Kentucky 51,317 30 
Louisiana 103 ,086 236 
Maine 12,642 79 
Michigan 253,72 790 
Nevada 4,718 38 
New Hampshire 6,540 103 
Ondo 147,498 193 
Oregon 53,337 198 
Pennsylvania 198 ,776 235 
Rhode Island 8,80 87 
Texas 260,798 143 
Virginia $0,594 395 
Washington 111,160 8h 
Wyoming 12,118 27 
All agencies 1,833,718 3649 {00199 


*Noth Dakota has not been included in this study as the 


"North Dakota Library Commission operates directly under a general 
Board of Administration which has charge of all penal, charitable, 


and educational institutions" 
quoted in Joeckel, Carleton B, Library Extension University of 
Chicago press, cl946 p,162 


Figures in the above table are supplied from Table 21 p,.33 of 
U.S. Census Bureau Compendium of State Government Finance in 1952 


A.L.A. Library Extension Board p.19, 
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PERSONNEL QUALIFICATIONS FOR 
EXTENSION ADMINSTRATORS 


AGENCY DIRECTOR 


ALA, Library degree 3 
yrs, admin, exp. 


{COUNTY AND REGIONAL LIBRARIANS 


Law silent 


ARIZ. Library degree Exp. 


Certification mandatory 


ARK, Library school and exp. 


Certification mandatory 


- "Technically trained 
librarian" 


Certification mandatory 


State Supt. o ib Lic 
Ins, ex officio Libn, 
Deputy Librarian Library 
Degree, Three years exp. 


Law silent 


CONN. 


Certification voluntary 


DEL. "Qualified librarian" 


FLA. "Person trained in 
modern library methods" 


Law silent 


GA. Certified librarian 3 yrs. 


Certificetion mandatory 


executive exp. yr. term 
TDAHO "Gantt fied Librarian" 


No statutory provision for county 
or regional libraries 


ILL. Secretary of State 


Appointed by County Library Board 
“only upon the approval of the 
Advisory Committee of the Illinois 
State Library" 


IND. College degree and 
"special training in the 
technique and organiza- 
tion of library service" 


Certification mandatory 
"Non-compliance constitutes unlaw- 
ful expenditure of tax funds" 


IOWA Library degree or one 
who has had ten years 
administrative experience 


"A librarian" 


- Law silent 


Voluntary certification is being 
set up by State Association 


RY. "Technical training in the 
field of Library Science." 
years administrative 


Certification mandatory 


libr experience 
TA, Library degree, Five 


years experience 


Certification mandatory for 
parish administrators 


MAINE 


Classified service 


MD. Library degree and admin- 
istrative experience 


Wust meet standards set up by 
State Board of Education," 


MASS. 


Certification voluntary 


MICH. 


Certification voluntary 


MINN. State civil service 


Law silent except for certification 
of school librarians 


MISS. LT. S. Degree © yrs. 
admin, exp. k yr. term 


"A librarian" 


MO. Experienced graduate 
librarian 


Law silent 
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PERSONNEL QUALIFICATIONS 


AGENCY DIRECTOR 


MONT. "Trained and 
exverienced librarian" 


COUNTY AND REGIONAL LIBRARIANS 


Certification mandatory 


"Technically trained” 
Experienced 


Certification mandatory 


NEV. Graduate librarian 
Two years admin, exp. 


N.H. Law silent 


Certification voluntary 


N.J. Civil Service 


Certification voluntery 


N. MEX. Professional library 
training and 


Certification maiudatory 
Public funds withheld by non- 
compliance 


erience 

YORK Assistant 
Commissioner of 

Education 


Certification mandatory 


W.C. "Person trainea in 
modern library methods" 


Certification mandatory 


N. DAK, Law silent 


Law silent 


OHIO Library degree and 
successful previous 
library experience 


Certification mandatory 


OKLA, Liorary degree. 


Certificetion mandatory 


COREG. Law silent 


Law silent 


PA. Law silent 


Law silent 


R.I. Law silent 
-C. Law silen 


Law silent 
oluntary certification by 
Library Association 


S. DAK. Law silent 


Law silent 


M. A. degree in L. 5S. 
or equivalent 
Experience 


Law silent 


TEX. L. S. degree 3 years 


administrative exp. Certificetion mandato 
UTAN Laws call for state Tibrary, but the state library is 4 law 


library only. Utah State Agricultural College is attempting 
to start library extension through county agents. 


VT. "Trained librarian" 


Law silent 


= 


VA. Law silent 


Certificction mandatory 


WASH. Lew silent 


Certification mandatory 


W. VA. "Person trained in 


modern library methods"| Law silent 
WISC, L. S. degree or 
Education and Adminis-~ 
trative Experience Law silent 


satisfactory to Board 


WYO. Law silent 


"A competent person" 


| | 
| 
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LIBRARY EXTENSION SERVICE CHANNELS 


45 
TRAVELING REGIONAL COUNTY CONTRACT BOOKMOBILES* 
LIBRARY LIBRARIES LIBRARIES SERVICE OWNED BY STATE OWNED BY OTHER 


ALA. * 3 
ARIZ. _0 2 
ARK. * 0 3 
CALIF, # # # 27 
DEL. * 3 ie) 
FIA, + + 
GA. + 1 ho 
IDAHO 0 
ILL. # 6 10 
IND. # # 1 17 
IOWA 0 7 

+* * * 0 

LA. # 2 32 
MD. * 0 17 
MASS, # 3 10 
MISS, 2 12 
MO. # # 43 2 50 


+ Public Libraries November, 1952 p. 95 
++ Kentucky Bookmobile Project proposes to provide 100 
bookmobiles = Included in 195) Governor's budget bill. 
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LIBRARY EXTENSION SERVICE CHANNELS 


TRAVELING REGIONAL COUNTY 


CONTRACT BOOKMOBILES 


LIBRARY LIBRARIES LIBRARIES SERVICE OWNED BY STATE OWNED BY OTHER 
NEBR. # 0 2 
N.H. 3 1 
# 0 17 
N.MEX. # 2 
N.Y. * # # 0 18 
N.C. 93 0 89 
N.DAK, 0 
OKLA. # * 0 6 
OREG. * 7 
PA. * * 0 30 
0 
S.C. # 1 LO 
S.DAK, # * 0 

TENN. * 12 7 
TEX, + % 27 
UTAH + 1 
VI. 
VA. + + 19 
WASH. # 0 26 
WISC, % * 1 6 
WYO, * 0 


Chart does not include 19 delivery trucks in Arkansas; one 


book boat in Florida; one delivery truck for Nevada; station 
wagon and truck for Rhode Island, 


| 
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IDAHO STATE TRAVELING LIBRARY 


We at the Idaho State Traveling Library began the 195) activities 
with mixed emotions. The staff viewed the rapidly diminishing stock 
of juvenile books on the shelves and wondered how they could continue 
to fill the requests, but they rejoiced to see the children of the 
state making use of the Idaho State Traveling Library facilities, 

The supply of books for the first five grades of school is rapidly 
being depleted. It is alarming since our meager book appropriation : 
will not allow us to purchase any great number of books to replace 
and supplement the books on our shelves, The problem is further 
complicated because of the great number of books that need to be 
mended upon their return to the library. Many of the books are old 
and frail and require extensive repairs after they are used. It is 
necessary for us to repair them and continue to use them as long as 
possible, for the reasons already mentioned. Since the first of 
January to the first of March of this year, the staff of the Travel- 
ing Library has mended 172) books and approximately another six 
hundred are awaiting mending; the number continues to increase daily. 
Mending is fast becoming a major problem as it is a heavy expense 

in time and materials, and we are understaffed, 


A number of projects have been undertaken in the past year. We 
have read the shelves in the adult fiction section and withdrawn our 
western and mystery stories and they have been placed in a special 
section prepared for them, Attractive signs have been made to 
designate these sections to our borrowers. It has been a decided 
advantage to us to have these books kept in one place, particularly 
in filling mail orders. We have in the best woman fashion rearranged 
the furniture to the limited extent possible in a library, and this 
has brought forth many favorable comments from our local people 
regarding the appearance of the library since making the change. We 
find that it has added to the appearance of the reading area and has 
solved our traffic problem at the circulation desk. 


We have a number of projects in operation for the year of 195k. 
High up on the list is preparing a comprehensive statistical report 
to submit to the 1955 Legislature when it convenes next January. We 
hope that in this way we will be able to show the activities of this 
department in a concise manner. We feel that it will help the law- 
makers of Idaho better to understand and appreciate the activities of 
the State Traveling Library, and will give them the needed information 
to make intelligent decisions regarding future legislation. 


We have begun to plan an advertising and selling campaign to 
interest the people of Idaho (particularly those who do not have access 
to library facilities) in the library service provided by their taxes 
through the Idaho State Traveling Library. We feel that there are 
many people throughout the state who are not aware of the library 
services they are entitled to provided by the state. In our effort 


ig 
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Idaho State Traveling Library--Continued 


to publicize the State Traveling Library the acting librarian has 
worked with Mrs. Dorothy Stephens, Home Demonstration Agent for Ada 
County and Miss Marion Bingham, Fresident of the ISLA. The Traveling 
Library has been hostess to Home Economics groups who have viewed the 
resources available to them in our library service; a number of these 
groups have since become patrons. 


Beginning the first of the year we have increased our use of 
Library of Congress and Wilson Cards. Miss Rose Coventry, our cata- 
loger, has been able to save many long tedious hours at the typewriter 
and has been able to do her accurate and efficient work in less time, 
We all agree that it is a step forward in our efforts to streamline 
the operation of the library. 


Under the direction of Mrs. Gwen Anderson, the clerk in charge 
of circulation, we have inaugurated a new plan to secure an accurate 
record of the circulation of our books in the schools and libraries 
to which they have been consigned. A mimeographed, temporary, book 
card form has been prepared. One of these temporary cards is sent 
for each book of the consignment, along with an explanation and direc- 
tions for their use, From these cards we have been able to compile 
& more accurate circulation record, as well as determine the type of 
book best suited to each borrower, We have found all our patrons will- 
ing to cooperate with us in this project. Mrs. Anderson has also 
begun a record of the number of renewals for each month, Up to this 
time no record of renewals was made. 


We have been in the process of organizing and preparing our 
verticle file. Under the direction of Mrs. Velda Merrick, folders, 
pictures, pamphlets and clippings are being assembled and classified 
for this file, which until now has not been completed. The regular 
demands of our routine procedure has allowed us littie time to devote 
to this phaze of the library service. It is planned to go forward 
more rapidly this summer when the large demand created by the schools 
will have been eased. During this time it is our hope that the backe- 
log of work in the verticle file may be disposed of and the files put 
in order for the 195-1955 school year. 


The problems and activities of the Idaho State Traveling Library 
are unique. Since the operation of a mail order library is so different, 
we think it may be of interest to the readers of the IDAHO LIBRARIAN 
to know the procedure we use in checking out books. 


Upon receiving a written request from a school library, 
let us say, we check the last record of their order to 
determine the maumber of books to be sent to them, unless other 
instructions are indicated in the request. The letter 
is stamped by the acting librarian and any instructions to 
the rest of the staff are noted. At this time research 
questions are turned over to Miss Coventry and Mrs. Anderson 
selects the desired number and type of books requested by 


Idaho State Traveling Library--Continued 


the patron. When the books have been selected they are 
stamped, carefully counted, and then boxed. Temporary cards 
are counted and enclosed in the box before it is sealed 
with paper tape, tied with heavy twine, and then is weighed 
and stamped. The word "books" is conspicuously written 
near the address. The bocks are then ready for shipment. 

A local transfer agency collects the books and takes them 
to the postal substation for us. 


After the books have been wrapped and are ready to 
mail, the processing procedure is not completed. The cards 
are alphabetized and are used as the basis for typing an 
invoice which is prepared in triplicate. One copy is retained 
at the library and two are sent to the borrower. Upon 
receiving the shipment the borrower checks the books he 
has received against the invoice and returns the second 
copy with any notations of discrepancies, or comments he 
may care to make in acknowledging receipt of the shipment. 
The first copy is retained by the patron for his records. 


Statistics of each shipment are typed upon small 
Slips of paper, one of which is kept with the cards and the 
other stapled to the library copy of the invoice. After 
the invoice is typed the cards are stamped with the name 
of the borrower and the date due. The cards are kept 
together with an elastic band and a copy of the statistics 
which includes the name and address of the borrower, date 
due, the number and type of books in the order, viz., 
juvenile fiction, juvenile non-fiction, adult fiction and 
adult non-fiction, and the date the invoice was sent is 
placed in front of the cards and they are filed by date due 
in the card file. The number of books is now entered on 
the day sheet. 


Mrs. Edith Robinson, Acting Librarian 
State Traveling Library 
Mrs, Velda Merrick, Library Assistant 


"One of the most important agreements to come out of the Work- 
shop discussions was the recognition that teaching is a shared 
responsibility of librarians and educators. It was recognized that 
the educational program prepares the student to become a librarian; 
it does not turn out a completely expert librarian upon graduation. 
A part of the employing librarian's job is to train the beginning 
librarian, to complete the basic introduction to the job on the job." 
--Lester Asheim, Editor, The Core of Education for Librarianship; 

A report of a workshop held under the auspices of the Graduate 
Library School of the University of Chicago, August 10-15, 1953, 
American Library Association, Chicago, 195h, p. i 
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LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS AND THEIR JOB 
by 
James G,. Hodgson, Editor 
The Colorado Library Association Bulletin 


(Reprinted by permission of the author, from the Colorado Library 
Association Bulletin, No. 36, October 1953) 


Library associations exist because they have a job to do: to 
improve library service and librarianship within the areas which they 
are organized to cover, This is true whether the association be an 
organization of libraries in a district, a state, a region or a nation, 
or whether it represents special groups of librarians such as school, 
college and university, business, medical, or public, Each of these 
subject or geographical area groups have special problems which can be 
handled by those groups themselves, They also have »roblens that 
overlap and so are best handled by combinations of such groups, The 
result is a complex organizational problem which has not yet been 
completely solved, and perhaps never will be, 


Many librarians complain that there are too many associations-- 
that the profession is over organized, Some feel that the solution 
is one single over all association, Obviously much can be said in 
favor of that one organization, with its single membership fee, but 
it has to be recognized that any such one unit would then have to be 
divided first on subject and type of work bases, and then on regional, 
state and even district lines, in order to have within the various 
sections the groups with similar interests, The only effect would be 
to have all of the various diversified groups that we now have 
organized within the parent body rather than without, There needs to 
be good correlation and cohesion between the various parts, perhaps 
even more than there is at present, but the number of different units 
would perhaps remain much the same whether they were a part of a 
single whole or not, 


What are the Functions of State and District Groups? 


State and district organizations are important because some 
problems are only state or district wide, State legislation, 
budgets for the state library, certification plans, and state aid, 
are only a few of the points that are most susceptible of treatment 
on the state level, Obviously a state group is necessary if many 
of those problems are to be solved, There are also questions that 
arise in the different types of libraries which are not clearly 
of national or regional importance, This calls for sections 
within the state organization, it seems logical as a result that 
not only committee activities, but programs should be centered about 
those particular issues or subjects, 


District meetings are very often the only meetings that the 
librarians of the very small libraries can attend. As a result 
their function should be to bring inspiration and information to those 
who work in the smaller libraries, Many of the problems faced are 
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those of every day operation, so very often the programs should be of 
the "practical" type--that is on things that are of immediate use or 
applicability to the members, The Northern Colorado and Southern 
Wyoming Library Association found that well organized "work shop" 
meetings were particularly successful for such small groups, Because 
such meetings appeal so largely to the small pu>dlic or school 
libraries, there is a tendency for librarians from the large public 
libraries, or the colleges and universities, to avoid them as of little 
interest, The possibility of helping the workers in these smaller 
units is, however, so great that librarians working in the larger 
institutions should be willing to lend their help to such programs as 
a service to the profession, 


Who Should be Officers? 


The first criterion for an officer of any association should be 
capacity for handling that particular job, and for solving the 
immediate problems that face the group. There is a job to be done, 
and the one to hold office should be the one who can best get that 
job done, Holding office in one of the associations is a respon- 
sibility, and not an honor, and should never be awarded in recognition 
of work done elsewhere, In fact there are better ways of honoring 
good and faithful service to the profession, 


The Purposes of the Association Publication 


7 Every Association should publish a bulletin or a news letter, 
This periodical, like the association itself, should be concerned 
with state and local problems and should not attempt to compete with 
the national publications of general or special interest, Even 

when it publishes articles on fundamental questions they should be 
slanted from the point of view of the local association or its parts, 
Since the local journal cannot cover everything anyway, it should tend © 
to publicize the national magazines, rather than to copy them, and 
should make efforts on occasion to recommend that the librarian of 
the smaller library should have not only the local journal, but 
library Journal and the Wilson Bulletin for Librarians as well. 
Because of its attempt to cover matters of most interest to its own 
small community, it should cater to local news--a matter in which the 
C.L.As Bulletin has not been too successful, 


Are We Overorganized? 


If state and district library associations, and their activities, 
are approached from the points of view set out above, it seems clear, 
at least to this writer, that the library profession is not over- 
organized, There may be so many meetings that the members of the 
profession are not able to attend them all, but it is doubtful if those 
members could attend even as large a percent as now if organizations 
were consolidated, Even with consolidation there would still be a 
need for meetings below the state level, if the whole of the pro- 
fession is to be kept constantly alert to the potentials of its job, 
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THE GREAT BOOKS FOUNDATION 


Librarians will be interested to know that the very 
successful Great Books Leaders Institute will be repeated 
this summer, opening on July 17 at Asilomar, California, on the 
tip of the Monterey Peninsula, 


The week-long Institute is offered as an extended 
service, to make leadership training available to people in 
communities too small to boast a regular Leader Training Course, 
Those who attend Asilomar will have a vacation in glorious 
surroundings, generously peppered with stimulating discussion, 
and at the same time will qualify themselves to start Great 
Books discussion groups in their own commnities--really a 
delightful combination of training and fun] 


The $20 fee for the Institute includes lodgings, 
excellent food, and all materials for the course, 


As the Great Books program forms a natural tie~in 
with libraries, and is heavily sponsored by them, the Foundation 
hopes that librarians will keep the Asilomar Institute in mind. 
on behalf of themselves and their patrcus alike, 


Further information on the Great Books program and on 
Asilomar may be obtained from the Great Books Foundation, 630 
West 5th St., Los Angeles 17, California, 


Omar, who burned (if thou didst burn) 
The Alexandrian tomes, 

I would erect to thee an urn 
Beneath Sophia's domes. 


Would that thy exemplary torch 
Might bravely blaze again, 

And many manufactories scorch 
Of book-inditing men! 


The man who writes but hundred pages 
Were thousands went before, 

Deserves the thanks of weary sages, 
And Omar should adore. 


Browne, Irving, "To Caliph Omar," Book Lovers 
Verse, compiled by jJoward S, Rudcy, Indianapolis, 
The Bowen-Merrill Company, 18°9, page 8. 
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SHERIFF SPUD'S BOOKS OF THE MONTH 


Television arrived in Boise last summer, and along with it 
came Sheriff Spud with cver 10,000 deputies watching eagerly for his 
western shows and his program of fun and information. By September 
the Boys' and Girls' Department of the library began to feel the 
effects of the keen interest in TV by the children. We had read 
articles on the impact of TV in other cities, some saying it had made 
no appreciable difference, others that it had hit the library 
reading hard, However statistics do not lie, and after 4 months we 
found we were losing about 1,000 a month in circulation over a year 
ago. After talking to the teachers and parents, we found that the 
children were really carried away by the shows both good and bad 
that were brought into their homes. Teachers objected to having 
tired young ones have to snatch naps at their desk during the day, 
all because of watching TV until a late hour the night before. 

The craze, we said to ourselves, would wear off and the pendulum 
would swing back to normal in a few months, However we grew restless 
waiting, and decided to meet the very interesting TV programs with 
our own program. We firmly believed that with the right kind of 
stumulus not even TV could long withstand the real joys of reading. 


We decided on a 100% reading program in the schools. Each 
teacher was contacted and given a chart, which said in effect that 
every child who had a library card from the Public Library and read 
l, books would get their name on the chart. When and if every child's 
name in a room, was placed on the chart, that room would receive a 
certificate from the library - stating they were 100% readers from 
the Public Library. Teachers have been hearing reports on the 
books. They have sent .otes home to parents urging interest and 
co-operation with the library program. As a result parents are 
streaming into the department, thereby giving us an opportunity to 
talk over with them their children's reading habits - versus the 
good and bad of television. There has developed a mutual understanding 
and co-operative effort on the part of teachers, parents and librarians, 
which has been well worthwhile. The children are finding, with the 
added interest of parents, that the 4 books are just an appetizer to 
all of the good books offered by the library. Our circulation is on 
the increase again - our public relations are better than ever - 
and all is right with the world. 


Before closing we would like to pass on this interesting bit 
of information. We had a talk with Sheriff Spud of KIDO-TV, who is 
deeply interested in any educational program. He has offered, once 
a month to present 6 titles recommended by the Boys! and Girls' 
Department of the library, for good reading. They will be called 
Sheriff Spud's BOOKS OF THE MONTH, recommended by the Public Library. 
We will in turn keep a special shelf of books talked about on TV. 
We feel we are really on the right track now, and hope for further 
co-operation from our TV programs, 


Miss Mildred Selby, Children's Librarian 
Boise Public Library 
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INLA 


For 1953-54 the Pacific North- 
west Library Association has 
thirty-two Idaho members. From 
these the following were select 
ed for resvonsible positions: 


Leonard Thorn, University of 
Idaho Library,PNUA Representa- 
tive 


Committees: 


Adult Education-Ralph Seecord 
Twin Falls Public Library 

3ibliography-"Irs. Seneva 
Bittleston, Northwest 
Nazarene College, Nampa 

Legislation-Theron H.Atkinson 
Ricks College Library, 
Rexburg 

Library Development-Melville 
Spence, University of Idaho 

Library Supplies and Equioment 
Mrs.Maria Krider,North Ida- 
ho Junior College 
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Membership-Nancy Atkinson, 
University of Idaho 

Personnel Administration-Mrs, 
Ruth Higgins, Pocatello Public 
Library 

Public Relations-Mary E. Brasch 
University of Idaho( chairman) 

Publications-Mrs. Maxine 
Slagowski, Idaho Falls High 
School Library 

Resolutions-Alice McClain, Idaho 
State Tolleve 


. Nominating-Mildred Selby, Boise 


Public Library 

Intra-Regional Relations-Marion 
Bingham, Boise Public Library 

Liaison with Mountain-Plains 
Library Association-Marion 
Bingham,Roise Public Library 

Idaho member of Pacific North- 
west Bibliographic Center 
Board of Managers-Mrs. live 
T. Bess, College of Idaho 


officers of divisions 


Catalog-Secretary-Treasurer-- 
Martha Guenther, ISC Library 


service. 


THE COLLEGE BINDERY 


"Better Beund Beoks." 


A Western bindery f-r the western 
field with 20 years of experienced 


Your satisfactign is assured, and 
your patronage is appreciated. 


15 S. E. Thiré Street 
College Place, Washington 


News Notes--University of Idaho Library 


Hardit Singh Dhillon, now 
principal of Mahendra College, 
Patiala, India, but once an 
undergraduate on this campus, 
has written reminiscenses and 
interpretations of ‘American 
college life as he saw and 
understood it. Inscribed scop- 
ies of the book, one in Eng- 
lish, and the other, apparent- 
ly, in Hindustania, have been 
presented to the library. The 
title of the edition, in Eng- 
lish, is American College Life. 
The University of Idaho is the 
subject of  many.. comments 
throughout the book. 


Miss Agnes Hanson, cata- 
loger on the staff of our lib- 
rary since last September, was 
married Saturday, February 27 
to Mr, Robert Bennett of Moscow . 
who is associated with Safeway 
stores. Miss Hanson is a grad- 
uate of the University of Mich- 
igan Library School, and prior 
to her appointment here she was 
on the staff of the Fresno 
County Library of California. ‘ 


were, in addition to the news- 
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Miss Mary Belle Sweet, 
librarian emerita, recently 
presented to the library sev~ 
eral valuable items, among 
these were several issues of 
the University of Idaho Student 
newspaper, the Argonaut, 
lished in 190, which were es- 
pecially . desirable, for the 
library has been able to re- 
place only a few Argonauts de- 
stroyed inthe Admisistration 
Building fire of 1906. There 


papers, University of Idaho 
programs such as concerts, ath= 
letic events and sommencements 
for several years shortly after 
the turn of the century. An- 
other interesting item was a 
1905 calendar, issued by the Us 
of I. and containing many 
photographs of that era. Thus 
Miss Sweet is continuing to aid 
in the building of a coliection 
which she began during her time 
as librarian. 


A two-day Library Buildings Pre-Conference Institute 
on college, public, and school libraries, will be held in 
St. Paul June 19 and 20 in connection with the American 
Library Association's Annual Conference in the Twin Cities, 
June 20 to 26, 


The Institute is the first of its kind since the 197 
Conference in San Francisco, and is sponsored by the ALA 
Buildings Committee in cooperation with the Division Arch- 
itecture Committees. 


Architects are also welcome to attend. Registration 
must be made before June 1, accompanied by a $6 fee, to 
Miss Helen Geer, ALA Headquarters Librarian, 50 E. Huron 
Street, Chicago 11, Illinois, 


Full details on registration may be obtained from Miss 
Geer at ALA Headquarters, ve 


A. E. C. LIBR/RY CHANGES NAME 


The October issue of the 
Ideho Librarian reported the 
transfer of the Technical 
Library of the Idaho Operations 
Office of the Atomic Energy 
Commission to a contract-type 
operation under the Phillips 
Petroleum Compeny. Since the 
Librery now serves con- 
tractors and personnel at the 
Reactor Testing Stetions, as 
Well as AEC personnel, it is 
now known as’ the National 
Reactor Testing Station Techni- 
cal Library. The main col- 
lection of books, seriels, end 
clessified reports is at the 
Testing Station. Brench read- 
‘ing room collections ere main- 
tained at the Materials Testing 
Reactor,the Chemical Processing 
Plant and the Idaho Cperations 
Office of the Commission. The 
staff now consists of 1) full 
time and 2 part time members. 


Continued 


The Librarian is LeRoy H. 
Winder. Librarian for Reader's 
Services is Marjorie G. Pass 
end Librarien for Technical 
Frocesses is James B, Dodd. New 
steff members include Vena G, 
Rudd and Frank N. Hill. 


Mrs. S.0. Collins, Librarian 
of the Bonners Ferry Fublic lib- 
rery, will be the correspondent 
from North Idaho on the Publica- 
tions Committee of ISLA. 


Halsey W. Wilson, founder of 
The H, W. Wilson Company of New 
York,died March 1, 195, at his 
home in Croton Heights,Westches- 
ter County, New York. 
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Since 1896 
LIBRARY SUPPLIES 


LIBRARY FURNITURE 
BOOKMENPING MATERIALS 


Prompt Shipments on All 


Library Supplies and Furniture 


See our Catalog 


_ GAYLORD BROS. INC. 


STOCKTON, CALIF. 


BUY YOUR JUVENIL2 BOOKS 


BOUND JO STAY 


BOUND 


EXPECT MORE OIRCULATION 
WE FURNISH ANY BOOK FROM 
ANY PUBLISHER PREBOUND 


Catalogs on Request 
NEW METHOD BOOK BINDERY, IC, 
JACKSONVILLE, ILLINOIS 


POTLATCH LIBRARY 


We are in the process of 
cataloging our library, using 
a simple Dewey decimal system. 
Heretofore, books have been 


given only random numbers as 


they were received, which makes 
the work of anew librarian 
very difficult, as well as the 
work of finding of a particular 
volume on the shelves. The 
Library Board has undertaken 
this work, and has been helped 
immeasurably by the commercial 
classes at the high school, who 
typed and filed most of our 
catalog cards for us,while they 


were on their "unit" of cerds 


and filing. 


Qur library is supported 
financially solely through the 
efforts of the Board, with the 
exception of the librarien's 
salary, wiich is guaranteed 
monthly by Potlatch Forests, 
Inc. In this regard, last fall 


the board solicited local 
businessmen and organizations 
for contributions. The response 
was very gratifying, and with 
this money we are trying to 
augment our children's shelves. 
Children's books do seem to 
receive the most weer and tear. 


Je are very fortunete in 
having several members of the 
community who are members of 
various book clubs, and these 


-individuals are most generous 


in passing on their new select- 
ions once they have read’ them 
This keeps our shelves of adult 
fiction quite well and current- 
ly stocked. 

Patricia Wallace, ----- Secretary 


THE SHOREY BOOK STORE 


Establisnea 1890 
Je W. Todd, Manager 


Eliet 
815 Third Avenue 
Seattle, Wash. 


"ONE OF AMERICA'S LARGEST DEALERS IN NEW, USED AND RARE BOOKS" 
OVER A THIRD OF A MILLION VOLUMES IN STOCK! NEW - USED - RARE 
Fine displays on Northwest Americana and Alaskan History 
TECHNOLOGY . SCIENCE. NATURAL HISTORY . MARINE 
AVIATION . ENCYCLOPEDIAS . LITERATURE . 100,000 VOLUMES OF FICTION 


Personal Wants Solicited. 


Browsers Welcome | 


BOOKS AND LIBRARIES PURCHASED - SPECIAL ATTENTION GIVEN TO LIBRARY WANT 
LISTS AND INQUIRIES 


Write for free copy of Directory describing our complete book service. 


Mrs. Mary Bedford, Librarian 
of Boise Junior College Lib— 
rary, has been forced to take 
a leave of absence for an in- 
definite period because of ser- 
ious illness. 


Following a recent annual 
meeting of the American Falls 
Library board, the annual report 
has been presented, giving 
officers elected at the meeting 
as follows: 

Vard Meadows, presiden t; 
Mildred Adams, treasurer; Mary 
V. Geesey, secretary; H. Jd. 
Doering ,Mary Logan,Hazel Davie, 
John Kugler, Glen Barnard and 
Margaret Hartley, board members. 

There were 7,849 books 
issued during the year, inclu- 
sive of adult and juvenile, 863 
magazines and 257 new books 
added. Mrs. Sylvia Heath is 
retained as librarian. 

Improvements during 1953 
were the addition of storm 
Windows and painting of the 
front entry to cover Hallowetn 
vandalism. 

The board found the library 
system in good order. 
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The Ada County Home Demon- 
stration Council leaders visited 
the Boise Public Library for a 
talk on reading and how to use 
the library. They returned to 
their groups to speak on these 
subjects taking the information 
they had gathered to the council 
meetings. On January 30, Ada 
County and Farm Institute had on 
its program "Sketches of Good 
Reading" given by Marion Bingham 
of the Boise Public Library. 

Miss Ruth McBirney has been 
appointed Acting Librarian of 
the Boise Junior College Li- 
brary to serve during the ill- 
ness of the Librarian,Mrs. Mary 
Bedford. 

Miss McBirney has just re- 
turned from seven years as Li- 
brarian of the American Library 
in Paris. During this time, on 
the occasion of opening the new 
Library Building, Miss McBirney 
received a medal from the gov~ 
ernment of France for her fine 
services there. 


A NATIONAL LIBRARY DAY 


A National Library Day would be desig- 
nated by the President on one day of each 
year under a resolution introduced in Con- 
gress on February 8 by the Hon. Spressard 
Le Holland and the Hon. George A. Smathers, 
Senators from Florida. The resolution, 
which was referred to the Senate Committee 
on Judiciary, states that the purpose would 
be to give special recognition to the im- 
portant cultural services provided by the 
libraries of the Nation. The people of the 
U. S. would be invited to observe the day 
in schools, libraries, and other suitable 
places with appropriate ceremonies. 
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HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARIES * 


LAPWAT 


Our high schoollibrary shares 

one half of the former cafeteria 
since fire destroyed one of our 
buildings in 1949. Although we 
are still in a temporary location 
we are functioning well in the 
limited space. We have reading 
space for about twenty students 
soclasses must be dividedar take 
turns using the library, 
- Inadequate room either forced 
the study hall into the library 
or tobe discontinued.With the 
wise decisionof the superintendent 
our school is functioning very 
nicely without the study hall. 
If library time is neededby stu- 
dents, they are excused from 
class. 

This has relievedthe librari- 
an of much undue policing and 
disciplining where it has never 
rightfully belonged, Student help 
also relieves the librarian of 
many duties. The library hours 
are from 8:30 A. Me. to 4:30 P.M. 
which provides students two hours 
plus school time. Services of the 
library are available to students, 
faculty, and all other persons 
wishing to use its resources, 

The library contains over 
4,000 volumes and each of two 
grade school libraries have over 
1,000 books each, which are avail- 
able to the high highschool stu-~ 
dents. A special collection of 
Indian and Northwest books has 
proven very popular. basic 
collection on all subjects has 
been built up during the . last 
five years through gifts andpr- 
chases. 


Edythe Sampson 
librarian 


BONNERS FERRY 


With the slogan, "Your future 
is What You Make It," a Voca- 
tional Guide Corner, sponsored 
by the Commercial Club of the 
school, is being gradually built 
up in our library this year. 


—— to help our students, 
espec al ty seniors, in choosi 
their life work, we have fil 
alphabetically catalogues from 
universities, colleges, nursing 
schools, trade schools, etc,; 


’ handbooks and guides on counse- 


ling; books and magazines on 
opportunities; material from 
our Pamphlet and Vertical Files 
on vocational guidance; and 
aptitude and interest tests. 

Ever on the lookout for free 
or inexpensive pamphlets, we 
are gradually accumulating mat- 
erial. 

We would welcome suggestions, 


Pearl Soderling 
Librarian 


SOUTH FREMONT 


The February 9 issue of the 
Salt Lake Tribune, Maho edition 
featured an interesting and 
informative article and photo- 
graph on the help given to 

outh Fremont School Libr at 
St. Antho by the Idaho Free 
Traveling Library. The article 
said, in part: 

"The books circulated by the 
state library are free to all 
citizens of Idaho who wil 
agree to observe the rules o 
the library and pay transporta- 
tion charges. Shipment is made 
by mail or receipt 
or return of the package. Boo 
must be returned to the state 
library within 28 days or re- 
newed for the same time unless 
special arrangements are made 
for an extended borrowing time. 

Continued next page 


SOUTH FREMONT Cont. 


Chiefly fiction has been bor- 
rowed this year by the local 


high school to meet 


needs of students of the English 
Several thousand 
books of fiction will be read 
by the students during the school 
year, as well as numberous scien- 
tific and technical books which 
are used to supplement textbooks 
as instructional material," 


department, 


From Washington: 
A New Postal Bill 


On February 18, 4 


Harold Hagen (R., Minn 


duced H.R. 7982, a bill to "au- 
thorize newspapers, permanently 
bound for preservation, to be 
transmitted through the mails 
at the rate ean for books." 


V.J-LANGUILLE CO. 


Library Bindings 
"BOUND TO LaST*® 


611 West 3rd Ave, Spokane 4, Wash. 


4O years of dependable 
service to schools and 


libraries of the Pacific 


Northwest 


All work in accordance 
with 
A.L.A. specifications 


Prices and Information on Request 


IDAHO FALLS 


A tea was held at the Senior 
High School Library: :at Idaho 
Falls recently for the faculty 
and staff members. Clever invi- 
tations written from booktitles 
were sent to each guest. They 
obtained their tickets at the 
door of the library by selecting 
a book that pertained to their 
personality or the subjects 
taught, and relinquished them 
to Maxine Slagowski, Librarian, 
Student librarians served punch 
-and cookies and the guests were 
then free to browse through the 
display of new books placed on 
tables for the teachers! exami- 
uses 


Civil Service Committee. If you 
are interested in this measure, 
write to the sponsor and to 
Concressman Edward Rees, Chair- 


man of the Committee to which 
referred. 


THe HISTORY OF IDsHO ON FILM 


In the files of your local Newspaper 
- daily or weekly - is recorded the 
historical heritage of the state of 
Idaho. 


the record ON FILM 


PRESERVE 
Newsprint will not last----- 


Write us for complete information 
on low-cost filming and facsimile 


service. 


UNIVERSAL MICROFILMING CORP, 
277 Sixth Box 147 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
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REPORT OF THR LIBRARY DUVELOPMENT COMMITTTE 
FOR SFPTEMBER, 1953 


A principal assignment of the library development 

committee for 1952-53, was to prepare a list of all 

libraries in Idaho serving the adult public, together 
with brief statistics of holdings, use, source of in- 
come, and government, 


All towns of 300 population or more were circularized, 
and from two to three follow-up letters were sent to 
each library which failed to reply. ‘Jhere it was sus- 
pected that no library existed, the postmaster, super- 
intendent of schools, or other citizen in a position 
to give a positive answer, was called upon, 


The directory which follows is the result of the canvass. 
Symbols and abbreviations used: 


hal No reply to request for information; report of earlier 
year, if available, given. 


et No public or club library, according to nostmaster, 
school office or local source of information. 


vols Volumes in library at end of calendar or fiscal ! 
year reported. 


loans All loans made to patrons for use outside the 
library during the calendar or fiscal year reported, 


Last item in each entry is governing bocy of the library. 
Population and incornoration data from U. S. Census 1950. 
Villages, towns, and cities investigated: 98 


Active public and club libraries in Idaho, known to LD 
Committee: 77 


Mrs. Joan Worth, Aberdeen PL 

Mrs. Ida Ruby, Caldwell PL 

Miss Deborah Davis, Boise PL 

Miss Martha Guenther, I. S. C. Library 
Mr. Leonard Thorp, U, of I. Library, Chm. 
Library Development Cormittee 1951-53 
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IDAHO PUBLIC AND CLUB LIBR.RIES, 1953 


Aberdeen PL 1486 
Mrs. Joan Worth, Libn. 
Vols: 2000 Loans: 3000 
Income: Tax $700.00 
Other 200,00 
City Council 


Alameda ++ L694, 
(Service available from Pocatello 
PL on payment of fee) 


American Falls PL 1874 
Mrs. A. W. Heath, Libn. 
Vols: 8909 Loans: 6311 
Income: Tax $2278.30 

Other 80.25 
Library Board 

Arco. Butte County L. 961 

Lillie L. Gaumer, Libn. 

(No records made 1952-53. Records 

being kept for current year.) 


Ashton PL 1256 
Nettie Baker, Libn. 
Vols: 6923 Loans: 3679 
Income: Tax $1377.94 
Other 151.17 
Library Board 


Bellevue PL 528 
(All inquiries have been delivered 
to someone by the postoffice, indi- 
cating that a library is there. No 
reply has been received, 1951l~date) 


Blackfoot. Edna Gillespie L. 5180 
Mrs. Ava Barnes, Libn. 
Vols: 16,803 Loans: 33,375 
Income: Tax $8275.00 
Other 550.00 
Library Board 


Boise PL 34,393 
Miss Marion Ringham, Libn, 
Vols: 57,100 Loans: 229,646 
Income: Tax $55,149.6 
Library Board 


Bonners Ferry L. 1776 
Mrs. S. 0. Collins, Libn. 
Vols: 7200 Loans: 7857 
Income: Other 4$876,00 
Bonners Ferry Readers Club 
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Buhl PL 2870 
Miss Martina Yeiter, Libn. 
Vols: 10,003 Loans: 16,892 
Income: Tax $2800.09 
Other 309,63 
Library Board 


Burley PL 5924 
Mrs. Ann Parke, Libn. 
Vols: 11,200 Loans: 
Income: Tax $5400.00 
Other 508.37 
Library Board 


28 ,376 


Caldwell PL 10,487 
Mrs. Ida Ruby, Libn. 
‘Vols: 23,401 Loans: 60,565 | 
Income: Tax $16,073.00 
Other 1,003.10 
Library Board 


Cascade PL* 943 
Jessie R. Haroldson, Libn. 
Vols: 2000 Loans: 4000 
Income: $400.00 


Challis PL 728 
Mrs, Pearl Guyerman, Libn. 
Vols: 2500 Loans: 2080 
Income: Tax $ 11,00 
Other 457.57 
Library Board 


Coeur d'Alene PL 12,198 
Mrs. Willie M. Harrison, Libn. 
Vols: 23,881 Loans: 76,995 
Income: Tax $14,000 
Library Board 


Council PL 748 

Mrs, Lela Hulin, Libn. 

Vols: 1500 Loans: 8000 

Income: Tax - City furnishes 
room, heat & lights. 
Other - Donations by 
clubs & individuals. 

Library Board 


Donnelley PL* 200 est. 
Mrs. Lois Wallace, Libn. 
Driggs PL 941 | 
Closed: adult books placed in 
high school. Children's books in 
elem. school, Also known as Teton 


County L. 


Flummer PL 395 
Mrs. John Miller, Libn. 

Vois: 1920 Loans: 611 
Income: Tax $100.00 
Plummer Womans' Club 


Pocatello PL 26,131 
Mrs. Ruth Higgins, Libn. 
Vols: 35,079 Loans: 12,195 
Income: ‘lax $35,153.92 
Library Board 


Post Falls PL* 1069 
Mrs. Velma Tilton, Libn. 
Vols: 2037 Loans: 2803 
Income: $87.00 
Library Board 


Potlatch PL 1105 
Mrs. David Jones, Libn. 
Vols: 5000 Loans: 
Income: Other $490.00 
Tax = None 
Library Board 


Preston 388) 
Martha Geddes, Libn. 
Vols: 14,000 Loans: 
Income: $3600 
Library Board 


25 ,000 


1592 
5000 


Priest River Club + 
Vols: 3500 Loans: 
Income: $262 
Library Club 


Rathdrum PL 610 
Miss Myrtle Ernsberger, Libn. 
Vols: 5531 Loans: 5500 
Income: Tax $379 
Library Board 


Rexsburg PL 253 
Alice M. Craven, Libn. 
Vols: 8976 Loans: 18,498 
Income: Tax $1800.00 
Other 0v.00 
Library Board 


Richfield PL 29 
Mrs. Audrey Faddis, Libn. 
Vols: 2374 Loans: 650 
Income: Tax {150.00 
Library Board 
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Rieby PL 1826 
Stella Livingston, Libn. 
Vols: 5065 Loans: 2589 
Income: Tax $1736.90 
Other 120.00 
Library Board 
Rupert PL 3098 


Myrtle R. Reynolds, Libn, 
Vols: 13,558 Loans: 12,953 
Income: ‘Tax $2017.75 

Other 415.68 
Library Board 


St. Anthony PL 2695 
Mrs. Myrle Connelly, Libn. 
Vols: 9064 Loans: 12,775 
Income: tax $1200 
Library board 


St. Maries Pl 2220 
Mrs. Helen T. Harris, Libn. 
Vols: 11,337 Loans: 12,000 
Income: Tax--Suf.icient for salary, 
lights, and fuel 
Other *226 
Library Board 


Salmon PL 2648 
Clarice B. Smith, Libn. 
Vols: 7500 Loans: 10,785 
Income Tax $1380.00 
Other 271.78 
Library Board | 


Sandpoint PL 265 
Mrs. D. Henry, Libn. 
Vols: 16,200 Loans: 13,994 
Income: Tax $4000.00 
Other 259.80 
Library Board 


Shelley PL 1856 
Mrs. Nina Madsen, Libn. 
Vols: 2970 Loans: 
Income: Tax $1051.56 
Other 135,82 
City Council 


Shoshone PL 1420 
Mrs. Evelyn Mabbutt, Libn. 


Vols: 9673 Loans: 17,699 
Income: Tax $1979.27 
Other 175 e 70 


Library Board 
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Snake River School District L (iioreland) Troy PL 530 (Opened 28 Feb\53) 


Mrs. Thelma P, Curistiansen Mrs, Edna Sumner, Libn. 
Vols: 5926 Loans: 2,576 Vols: 1146 Loans: Not recorded 
Income: Tax 6537.28 Income: None at time of report 
District School Board Troy Progressive Club 
Soda Springs PL 1329 ?Iwin Falls PL 17,600 
Bernie M. Crawford, Libn. Ralph Secord, Libn. 
Vols: 1760 Loans: 362) Vols: 29,758 loans: 103,782 
Income: Tax y12)5 Incomes ‘Tax $29,115.00 
Library Board Other 2,192.53 
Library Board 
Spirit Lake PL 6823 
Katherine Fallis, Libn, (volunteer Wallace PL 310 
in turn) Mrs. Thelma Pauline, Libn. 
Vols: 950 (approx.) Loans: 1000 ' Vols: 3250 Loans: 11,433 | 
rental Income: Tax 3066.2) 
Income: Rental fees are sole income. 536.64 | 
Community Club Library board 


--Free loans: no record 
Weiser Pl 3961 


Stibnite Mrs. O. T. Curtis, Libn. 
(Mail to Stibnite library was returned Vols: 13,620 Loans: 19,995 
by post office, indicating library Incomes; Tax 3000 
whichreported in 1952, probably has Other 1}09 
closed) Library Board 
Sugar=Salem Community L 1700 Wendell, S. M. Smith Memorial 
Edith Bird, Libn, L 14,83 
Vols: 3838 Loans: 6000 Mrs, Lillian M. Comstock, Libn, 
Incomes Tax %3938,83 Vols: 4,500 Loans: 2,2)3 
Library Board (11 mo.) 
Income: Tax 406,27 (10 mo.) 
Sweet L Other 91.25 
Mrs. Irene Poe, Libn. Library board 


Vols; 116 Loans: Not recorded 
Income: Services only 
Syringa Club of Sweet, Idaho 


Since this report was typed, a report from Elk River has been received, 
Elk River has a joint high School-public library and reports the 
following: 


Elk River PL 

Mrs. J. L. Larkin, Libn. 

Vols: 1519 Loans: Approx. 500 (Presumably this means to non-students) 
Incomes Tax 3600 (presumably includes teacher-librarian's salary) 
Elk River Public School Board 


Eden PL 56 
Miss Marilyn Le Pickett 
Vols: 725 lLoanss 
Incomes: None 

American Legion Auxiliary 


Emmett PL 3067 
Mes, Helen Merrill, Libne 
Vols: 6100 Luanse 5000 
Incomes Tax $100,00 
Library Board 


Filer PL 125 
Miss Dency Telford, 
Vols: 3200 Ians: 7000 
Incomes Tax  $450,00 
Other 195,00 
Baak gives quarters 
library Gomm, of Filer Womens Club 


Fruitland PL# 573 
(Inquiries delivered by post office, 
but no reply receiveds ) 


Glenns Ferry FL 1515 
Orpna Ae Moats, Libne 
Vele: 2596 Loans: 3895 
Incomes Tax $692,16 

Other 19.79 
Library Board 


Gooding PL 3099 
Mrs, Hannah W, Cromwell, Libng 
Vols: 8505 Leanss 18,14) 
Incomes Tax $3800,00 
Other 79,62 
Library Board 


Grace PL 761 (Opened Jun 7, 52) 
Mrs, Frank Taylor, Libns 
Vols: 1300 Loans: 3859 
Income: Tax =< None 
Other Local fund raising 


Grangeville PL 25h) 
Mes, Marion 0. Holt, Libn. 
Vols: 3500 Loans: 10,123 
Incomes Tax $1300.00 
Other 100,00 
Library Board 


364 (6 mos only) 


-«x#The Ketchum Keystone carries public library news in the 1880's, , . Sur 
questionaires to Ketchum PL were returned by the post office there, 
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Hailey City Le 1464 
Mrs. Lulu Cunninghem, Libn, 
Vols: 5500 Loans: 8500 
Income: Tax $1032.00 
Library Board 


Harrison PL * 322 
Mrs, Martha Pettet, Libn 


Homedale Le 
Volss 1800 ioans; 1880 
Incomes Tax» None 

Other $100,00 
Homedale Improvement Club 
Hazel Aldrich, Libno 


Idaho Falis PL 19,218 
Miss Marion Orr, Libn, 
Vols: 38,274 Loanss 90,120 
Incomes Tax $37,748.17 
Other 2,520.27 
Library Board 


Jerome PL 4523 

Mrs, Elizabeth White, Libn, 

Vols: 7,000 Ieanss 12,500 

Incomes Tax $3389.02 
Gifts 65.00 

Library Board 


Kellogg PL 4913 
Mabel H, Redding, Libn. 
Vols: 6500 Loans: 17,00 
Incomes Tax $2575.48 
Other 900,00 
Library Board 


Ketchum *# 757 
Ketchum may have had the first 
public library in the state, 


Lewiston PL 12,985 
Mrs, Clara Kelley, Libn, 
Vols: 18,983 Loans: 68,829 
Incomes Tax $17,752.56 
Library Board 


Lewiston Orchards L. 9 (Unincorp.) 
Mrs, Ruth Millay, Libn. 
Volss 1000 loans: 800 (5 ms) 
Incomes $140.00 
East and West Communi ty Club 


McCall Pl 1173 
Mrs, Edith Vassar, Libn. 
Vols: 5119 Loans: 15,171 
Income: Tax 1800.00 
Other 105.00 


Library Board of payette lakes 


Progressive Club 


Mackay PL 760 
Margaret E, Armstrong 
Vols: 6653 Loans: 79 
Income: Tax 5566.90 
Other 
Woman's Club 


Malad PL 2715 
Mrs. Sarah Ward, Libn. 


Marsing ClubL 643 
Anna L. Moore, Libn. 
Vols: 1560 Loans: 
Income: Other 29.53 
Wo-He-Lo Club 


Meridian PE 1810 
Miss Ruth Cline, Libn. 
Vols: 677 Loans: 72h9 
Income: Tax ‘1139.03 
Other 161.00 
Library Board 


Montpelier PL 2682 
Mrs. Lydia Graff, Libn. 
Vols: 6000 Loans: 3€h7 
Income: Tax ‘100.00 
Other 27.60 
City Council 


Moscow PL 10,539 
Mrs. Doris Harris, Libn. 
Vols: 21,802 Loans: 39,323 
~Income: Tax $9150 
Library Board 


Mountain Home PL 1&€7 
Mrs. Will Harley, Libn. 
Vols: 8020 Loans: 10,18 
Income: Tax »2800.00 
Other 300.00 
Library Board 


Mullan PL 2036 
Mrs. F. W. Rolfs, Libn. 
Vols: 1500 Loans: 5371 


Mullan--Continued 


Income: Tax 1269.0 


Library Board 

Nampa PL 16,185 
Blanche R, Van Slyke, Libn. 
Vols: 31,239 Loans: &7,2ff 
Income: Tax 12,000 


Library Board 


New Plymouth PL 92 


Mrs. R, G, Tuttle, Libn, 


Vols: 


Income: Tax 


3000 Loans: 
Otner 101.4) 


City Council 


North Pocatello #+ 575 


(Residents may set card from Poca- 


tello 


PL on payment of fee) 


Oakley PL + 684 


Mrs. Claude Elliott, Libn. 


Orofino. Clearwater Memorial L. 1656 


Laura E. King, Libn. 


Vols: 
Income 


3800 Loans: 17,497 
: Tax 4,000.00 
Other 701.26 cash, plus 
rent free. 


Library Board 


Paris Pl 


774 


Ettie Bird, Libn. 


Vols: 
Income 


Loans: 735 
: Book cards: 6.56 


City Council 


Parma PL 
Gladys 
Vols: 


1369 
Peterson, Libn. 


7500 Loans: &000 


tte_PL 032 
Ruth 5, veep, Libn. 


Vols: 
Income 


17,732 
Other 


Library Board 
Pierce Free PL Sh 


Mrs. 
ols: 
c 


Severt Olsen, Libn. 


Pax 


Other 395.37 


Library Board 


ISLA ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP--1951, 


Abshire, Charles W., Librarian 
Ame#ican Falls High School 


Anbrése, Mrs. Amy Ce, Librarian 
Meridian High School . 


Atkinson, Nancy I., Cataloger 
University of Idaho, Moscow 


Atkinson, Theron, Librarian 
Ricks College Library, Rexburg 


Baker, Mrs. Mabel, Cataloger 
Boise Public Library 


Barnes, Mrs. Ava, Librarian 
Blackfoot Public Library 


Bess, Mrs. Olive T., Librarian 
College of Idaho, Caldwell 


Bingham, Marion, Librarian 
Boise Public Library 


Bittleston, Mrs, Geneva S., Librn. 
Northwest Nazarene College Library 
Nampa, Idaho 


Blakeney, Edward, Asst. Cataloger 
Idaho State College, Pocatello 


Cardwell, Hazel M., Librarian 
Kootenai City School, Coeur d'Alene 


Carlile, Mrs. Flora, Order Librn. 
Idaho State College, Pocatello 


Carpenter, Estelle, Librarian 
Salmon High School 


Coffin, Marie, Librarian 
Caldwell High School 


Coleman, Laura M.,Documents Librn. 
Idaho State College, Pocatello 


Collins, Mrs. S. 0., Librarian 
Bonners Ferry High School 


Comstock, Lillian M., Librarian 
Wendell, Public Library 


Coventry, Rose, Cataloger 
Idaho State Traveling Library, Boise 


Craven, Mrs. Anna M., Librarian 
Rexburg Public Library 


Cullen, Mrs. Lucille, Periodicals Librn. 
Pocatello Public Library 


Curtis, Mrs. 0. T., Librarian 
Weiser Public Library 


Daniels, Ruth. V., Librarian 
Wallace High School 


Davis, Deborah, Ref. Librarian 
Boise Public tibrary 


Doane, Mrs. Dorothy E., Children's 
Caldwell Public Library Librarian 


Dodd, James B., Asst. Librarian 
Atomic Energy Commission, Idaho Falls 


Dunkle, Mrs. Anne W., Asst. Librn. 
Idaho State Law Rouse, 


Dygert, Edith, Asst. Librarian 
Twin Falls Public Library 


Fackler, Mrs. Irene, Children's Librn. 
Idaho Falls Public Library 


Fernelius, Mrs. Jean, Asst. Librarian 
Pocatello Public Library 


Grable, Alice E., Librarian 
Fruitland High School 


Green, Mrs. Anna, Children's Asst. 
Pocatello Public Library 


Guenther, Martha M., Asst. Librarian 
Idaho State College, Pocatello 


Gunnell, Eunice Jeanne, Librarian 
Bancroft High School 


Hansen, Lois N., District Librn. 
Stuttgart Dist., APO 15 ¢Postmaster 
New York City, flew York 
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ISLA Active Membership--Continued 


Harley, Mrs. Will, Librarian 
Mts Home Public Library 


Harrison, Mrs. Willie M., Librn. 
Coeur d'Alene Public Library 


Henderson, E. Deon (Mrs.), Librn. 
Downey High School 


Higgins, Mrs. Ruth R., Librn. 
Pocatello Public Library 


Higgins, Mrs. Ruth W., Librarian 
Grangeville High School 


Hilswick, Mildred M., Librarian 
Senior High School, Pocatello 


Hokanson, Winifred, Librarian 
Gooding High School 


Hood, Mrs. Emily, Cataloger 
Pocatello Public Library 


Hudson, Mrs. Mary Ann, Secretary 
Pocatello Public Library 


Hulin, Lela M., Librarian 
Council Public Library 


Johnson, Belvina, Librarian 
Montpellier High School 


Johnson, Freda M., Librarian 
Bonneville High School 
Idaho Falls, Rt. #3 


Kelley, Mrs. Clara, Librarian 
Lewiston Public Library 


Kjera, Mrs. Louise 
Twin Falls Public Library 


Linder, LeRoy H., Librarian 
Technical Library U.S. AEC 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 


Long, Vera D., Asst. Librarian 
Nampa Public Library 


Mabbutt, Mrs. Evelyn, Librarian 
Shoshone Public Library 


McBirney, Ruth, Acting Librarian 
Boise Junior College 


McClain, Alice, Assoc. Librarian 
Idaho State College, Pocatello 


Maxfield, Lillian, Asst. Cataloger 
Idaho State College, Pocatello 


Merrill, Mrs. Ralph W., Librarian 
Orofino Public Library 


Millay, Ruth S., Librarian 
Lewiston Orchards, Rt.#2, Box 721 
Lewiston, Idaho 


Morton, Maralyn, English Dept. 
Idaho State College, Pocatello 


Mount, Mrs. Emma H., Librarian 
Middleton High School 


Nearhood, Reva, Librarian 
Veterans' Admin. Library, Boise 


Oboler, Eli M., Librarian 
Idaho State College, Pocatello 


O'Brien, Lenora, Librarian 
Reubens High School 


Olsen, Mrs. Severt, Librarian 
Pierce Public Library 


Orr, Marion C., Librarian 
Idaho Falls Public Library 


Pauline, Mrs. Thelma, Librarian 
Wallace Public Library 


Pearce, Mrs. R. Stanley 
Orofino, Idaho 


Reynolds, Mrs. Myrtle, Librarian 
Rupert Public Library 
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ISLA Active Membership--Continued 


Ruby, Mrs. Ida, Librarian 
Caldwell Public Library 


Rutledge, Jeannette, Librarian 
Port Townsend Public Library 
Washington 


Sampson, Edythe, Librarian 
Lapwai Public Schools 


Secord, Ralph, Librarian 
Twin Falls Public Library 


Sharp, Mrs. Phyllis M., Librn. 
Midvale, Idaho 


Slagowski, Mrs. Maxine, Librn. 
Idaho Falls Senior High School 


Slater, Lucile, Secretary 
Idaho Falls Public Library 


Soderling, Mrs. R. N. 
Bonners Ferry High School 


Spence, Melville R., Gen. Asst. 
University of Idaho Library 
Moscow, Idaho 


Swatman, Charlotte A. 
Emmett High School 


Telford, Mrs. Dency, Librarian 
Filer Public Library 


Thorp, Leonard W., Asst. Librarian 
University of Idaho, Moscow 


Ultican, Josephine, Librarian 
Bliss High School 


Van Slyke, Blanche R., Librarian 
Nampa Public Library 


Vassar, Mrs. Edith, Librarian 
McCall Public Library 


Waldron, Rodney, General Asst. 
University of Idaho, Moscow 


Warnke, Mrs. Harry, Librarian 
Burley Public Library 


Weaver, Mrs. C. Re, Librarian 
Twin Falls High School 


Webbert, Charles A., Reference Librn. 
University of Idaho, Moscow 


White, Mrs. Elizabeth, Librarian 
Jerome Public Library 


Zimmerman, Lee F., Librarian 
University of Idaho, Moscow 


INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS WHOSE LIBRARIANS ARE INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS 


Boise Junior College Library 
Mary D. Bedford, Librarian 


Boise Public Library 
Marion Bingham, Librarian 


Carnegie Public Library 
Mrs. Ida Ruby, Librarian 
Caldwell, Idaho 


Clearwater Memorial Public Library 
Laura King, Librarian 
Orofino, Idaho 


Idaho Falls Public Library 
Marion Orr, Librarian 


Idaho State College Library 
Eli M. Oboler, Librarian 
Pocatello, Idaho 


| 4 
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Institutional Members Whose Librarians are Individual Members--Continued 


McCall Public Library 
Edith Vassar, Librarian 


Mountain Home Public Library 
Mrs. W.L. Harley, Librarian 


Pocatello Public Library 
Ruth R. Higgins, Librarian 


Rigby High School Library 
Mr. W.F. Heyrend, Librarian 


Shoshone Public Library 
Mrs. Evelyn Mabbutt, Librarian 


Twin Falls Public Library 
Ralph Secord, Librarian 


University of Idaho Library 
Lee F. Zimmerman, Librarian 
Moscow, Idaho 


Northwest Nazarene College 
Mrs. Geneva S. Bittleston, Librarian 
Nampa, Idaho 


INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS 


American Falls Public Library 
Mildred H. Adams, Librarian 


Ashton Public Library 
Nettie Baker, Librarian 


Bonneville Jr. High School Library 
Mrs. Hester Devenport, Librarian 
Ucon, Idaho 


Buhl Public Library 
Martiva Yeiter, Librarian 


Caxton Printers, Ltd. 
Caldwell, Idaho 


Gaylord Brothers 
29 No. Aurora St. 
Stockton, California 


Gooding Public Library 
Mrs. J. Cromwell, Librarian 


Grangeville Public Lib 
Mrs. Marion Holt, Librarian 


Hailey High School 
May Napier Burkhart, Librarian 


Meridian Public Library 
Miss Ruth Cline, Librarian 


Nampa Jre High School Library 
Nampa, Idaho 


North Idaho Jr. College Library 
Marie Elder Krider, Librarian 
Coeur d'Alene, Idaho 


Potlatch Public Library 
Mrs. Henry Ulinder, Librarian 


Rigby City Library 
Stella Livingston, Librarian 


Soda Springs Public Library 
Mrs. Mary P. Nielsen 
Chairman Library Board 


Washington Junior High School 
Laurinda Crays, Librarian 
Caldwell, Idaho 


Weiser High School Library 
Bessie M. Krohn, Librarian 


V.J- Languille & Co. 
611 West 3rd Ave. 


Spokane 4, Washington 
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SUBSCRIBERS TO THE "IDAHO LIBRARIAN" WHO ARE NOT MEMBERS OF ISLA 


Acquisition Division 

The New York Public Library 
Fifth Ave. & 2nd Street 
New York 18, New York 


F. E. Compton and Company 
1000 North Dearborn Street 
Chicago 10, Illinois 


Cuyahoga County Library Assoc. 
1150 West Third Street 
Cleveland 13, Ohio 


The Library Association 
Chaucer House, Malet Place 
London, W. C. 1 


Library Service Library 
606 Butler Library 
Columbia University 
New York 27, New York 


Periodical Division 
University of Illinois Library 
Urbana, Illinois 


Periodicals Section 
California State Library 
Sacramento 9, California 


Serials Department 
General Library 
University of California 
Berkeley 4, California 


Universal Microfilming Corporation 
277 Sixth Avenue 
Salt Lake City 3, Utah 


West Virginia Library Commission 
200 Quarrier Street 
Charleston, West Virginia 


AND PROMPT 
SERVICE FOR ALL 
LIBRARIES AND SCHOOLS 
THE DIETER BOOKBINDING CO. 


1130 23% 
DENVER, COLORADO 
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